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| 3 3 | , V wt 
The Select Committee appointed to take into Conſideration the State of the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice in the Provinces of Bengal, Baharg,and Oriſſa, and to report; the ſame, as 


it ſhall appear to them, to the Houſe, with their Obſervations thereupon ; and who 


were inſtructed to conſider how the Britiſh Poſſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies may be held 


and governed with the greateſt Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what : 


Means the Happineſs of the, Native Inhabitants may be beſt promoted; 


P17 WE, 
N their further Inquiry concerning the Matters given them in Charge by the Houſe, have con- 
I ſidered the Diſobedience of the Servants of the Eaſt India Company to the Orders of the 
Court of Directors, as a principal Objet  ' EH Sy 

In order to diſcover the Cauſe'of a Diſobedience which threatens immediate Ruin to the Autho- 
rity and Intereſts of this Kingdom in India, they thought it their Duty to examine into the Prin- 
ciples and Policy (if any regular Principle or Plan of Policy ſhould appear) upon which the 

of Directors has conducted itſelf in the Government of thoſe Servants, | 


Your Committee were particularly attentive to the Manner in which they promate Petſons, in the 


Line of their Service from lower to higher, or to the higheſt Situation: Becauſe their Proceeding 
in that Reſpect not only operates for Good or Evil in the particular Inſtance, but muſt; by the 
Example, materially influence the Behaviour of all thoſe who act under the Directors, throtigh all 

the Gradations of Office, and all the Succeſſions to Rank and Power. . 

Jour Committee was ſo forcibly ſtruck with the late Nomination of Mr. John Macpherſon to 
the Supreme Council of Bengal, and with the Conſequences which might attend the Appointment 
to ſo important a Truſt at this Time, of a Perſon who appears on the Records of the Company 
to be concerned in very unjuſtifiable Negociations, that they have thaught it abſolutely neceſſary 
to make a ſeparate Report on that Caſe before the ſailing of the Ships to India ; they therefore di- 
rected the Eaſt India Company to lay before them the Proceedings of the Council of Fort St. George, 
of the 22d and 23d of January 1776 (Appendix, Ne 1.); and alſo an Extract of Fort St. George 
Military Conſultations, of the 5th of February 1776 (Appendix, Ne 2.); together with a Caſe and 


Court 


Opinion of Mr. Charles Sayer, Counſel to the Eaſt India Company, dated the 11th of February 


1777 (Appendix, Ne g.); and alſo a 5 to be the Copy of an Opinion of Alexander 
Wedderburne, Eſquire, upon the ſame Subject, dated the 7th of March 177% (Appendix, Ne 4.) 
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Tour Committee, on peruſing the Conſultations at Madras, of ther 22d and 23d of January 1 746, | 
find, that Lord Pigot, the then Preſident, acquainted the Board, that a Paper, unſought 2 and 
unſolicitecl had jen put into his Hands : That no Signature was affixed to it; but thar it con. 

dan 


tained Matter gerous a Tendency to the Intereſts of the Company, that he thought” it ex. 
pedient to be laid before them. — eB — 
This Papes purported to be a Memorial to the Nabob of Arcot, recapitulating various Services 
rendered to him in London. It appeared without any Signature; but was imputed to Mr. Macpher— 
ſon. The Proceedings at large had upon that Subject, together with the Memorial, are annexed. 
Mr. Macpherſon was called upon by. the Board, and aſked, Whether he was the Author of the 
Memorial then read to him? 44 laid, . He could not give a preciſe Anſwer ; that it was not written 


in his Hand, nor hgned by him ; ; ant that it referred to Tranſactions before he was in the Com. 


<« pany's Service.“ 

This Anſwer was conſidered 5 Lord Pigot, not only as ie and unſatisfactory, but as amount- 
ing to a clear Proof that Mr. Macpherſon was the Author of the Paper. He was of Opinion that 
Mr. Macpherſon's Plea, of his not being in the Service at the Time of the Tranſactions alluded to, 
was an Aggravation inſtead of an Extenuation of his Offence, *© ſince he preſumed to agpply : to be ap- 
« pointed into the Service of that Community which he was endeavouring to deſtroy; and that = 1 
preſenting the Memorial at that Time proved, that © he ſtill held Principles unfaithful to the Com- 


© pany, and ruinous to its Intereſts.” The Preſident therefore moved, that he ſhould be diſmiſſed 


the Service. 

The Reſolution ſo moved was carried in the Affirmative by: a Majority of Nine to Two only, who 
diſſented. Four of the Council, in Addition to the Reaſons aſſigned by the Preſident, gave in a 
Minute, in which they aſſert that Mr. Macpherſon was a Man “of ſuch an intriguing Diſpoſition as 


| © to render him unfit to be employed as à Servant of the Company ;” that © they believe Mr. Mac- 


e pherſon to have been concerned in the Iutrigues which the greater Part of the Board muſt be 


c ſenſible had lately been carried on at the Nabob's Durbar, to the Detriment of the. Company Service, 


©« and which may have impeded the Execution of their late Orders.” 
The Diſſent to this Reſolution, on the Ground of its not being 3 to the Company's 
Inſtructions, which in Cafe of Removals required a regular written Charge and Hearing, together 


with the Reaſons given by thoſe who concurred in the Diſmiſſion, either for not thinking the Order 


ſtrictly applicable to that Caſe (if in that Caſe applicable) that it ought to be diſpenſed with, appear 


In the Proceedings annexed to this Report. 


Your Committee obſerve, that Mr. Macpherſon, when queſtioned at Madras for the Memorial, 
though he denied it to be written in his Hand, did not deny it to contain his own Account of his own 


Tranſactions, preſented to his Principal the Nabob of Arcot, as a Plea of Merit and Title to Reward, 


Neither in his ſubſequent Letter to the Preſident and Council, nor in any of his Applications to the 
Court of Directors, does he make the leaſt Complaint that an Injury had been done to his Character, 


by imputing to him a Paper which he had not written. He neither denies that Paper, nor the Facts 


related in the Paper; nor enters into any Explanation wharſogyer on the Subjekt, either of the one or 
the other. ; 


The Court of Directors: on their Part, ſeemed much leſs ſolicitous about the Effect which the 
Example of reſtoring Mr. Macpherſon muſt have on the Di 0 
Means of petting clear of the Law made expreſsly to enforCce that Diſcipline. They laid the Caſe, 
with the Documents, before their Standing Counſel, the late Mr. Sayer; and the Point (the only 
eint) on which they require his Opinion, is, whether « if they ſhould ſee proper to reſtore Mr. Mac- 


4 erage it could be done without the Conſent of Three- fourths of the Directors and T hree-fourths | 


“ of the Proprietors, in the Mode preſcribed by the Act of Parliament.” 

Mr. Sayer, in his Opinion delivered on the ift of March 1777, although he appears to 1 the 
Diſmiſſion as informal, is clearly ſatisfied that Mr. Macpherfon cannot be reſtored under the but 
on the Conditions therein preſcribed, namely, the Votes of Three-fourths of the Directors and Three- 
fourths of the Proprietors ; and further ſubmits to the Conſideration of the Court of Directors, 


whether he ¶Macpherſon] was a proper Perſon to be continued in the Company's Service; * that, in . 


“ Opinion, he had too much Connection with the Nabob oF Arcot; and when the Compan 


& Intereſt and the Nabob's were at Variance, as they woe d often happen, they will greatly dilturb a 4 
« Mag of Honour and Integrity.“ 


This Opinion of their own Standing Counſel. ſeems to have been by no? Means ſatis factory 5 


thoſe in the Direction, who wiſhed to evade the Rule laid down in the Act of Parliament. They 
appear ſo ſolicitous by all Means to keep clear of that kind of Deciſion, that they exerted themſelves to 
find out other Authorities to ſet up againſt their ordinary Adviſers in Matters of Law; for which 
Purpoſe, the then Chairman produced to the Court of Directors, on the 2d of the July owing: 
a Paper, purporting to be the Copy of an Opinion of Mr. Wedderburne, then Solicitor General; 


which he declares Mr. Macpherſon ſtill in the Company's Service, looking upon the Diſmiſſion * 
null and void; © that the Governor and Council of Madras have exceeded their Authority in pro» 
s ceeding againſt Mr. Macpherſon without a Charge in Writing delivered to him, and Time given 


4 to make his Defence to it; and that Mr. Macpherſon's Caſe only requires a Signification of the 


* Diſpleaſure of the Directors at ſo plain a Breach of the Company's Orders and Directions, to 


« reſture to him the Emoluments of his * of which he * have been e by the irregular 
« Aitempt to diſmiſs him.“ hy 
| : 5 3 | ** | | 85 . 1. 
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2 CE ng of che above Reſolution, Two. Days after, that i is, on the 4th of July, they wrote to 
the Preſidency of Madras as follows, ©; That having taken the Opinions of Counſel upon the Ni 
de miſſion of Mr. J. n (a Factor upon the Eſtabliſhment) and they agreeing that the: lame | 
* was don informally, and of courſe is void, we direct that he 40 N in the Company's Segyice, with TT 
. « his proper Standing; butjas. his Behaviour was di/re/pefifal to your Board, arid. in ot Partiru- | 
« lars reprehenſible, w we direct that you give Him a ſevere Rerrimand. and acquaint biene he 
4 a like Conduct will meet with a feverer Puniſhment,” ... {0 e eee 
The Fallacy of this Statement of the Opinions of Connſel,made.i in üs Leuer, could not eſcape 
thi Notice and Reprehenſion of Tour- Committee. The Directors dune ſtated that Lethe * 2 
ec had grecd the Diſmiſſion was informal, and of copr ſects. vo. i: AGO 
"iT rp; ron of this Letter have thought fit wholly t miſrepreſent the Calolſ the Agreement, of | 
Counſel having extended folely to the Informality of the Diſmiſſion, and not at all to the Idea of its | 5 
being of courſe void. On this, Point their Opinions were ſo far Fram being agreed, that they were 
totally the: Reverſe of each other; one indeed conſidering the Diſmiſſion as bull; but thg other — — 
that though informal it was yet valid, and ſq far of Effect as, to require for Mr. Macpherſon 8 R 
ration, that very Courſe which; the Directors were ſo ſolicitous, by taking a new Opinion, T9; hits 4d 
29 the 5 * for which this. 240 1 fre L 01 N inflicted as a en 
has 16 Behaviour to his Supetiors, 
. Wg Par in ve: 8 


„ indeed e any N * to 


But leaſt Me. e 0 Sele bf dl Aegi or top ach 
alarmed. witll the Harſhneſs of it, or " he. be. in Tamas of. Uncurring their future” Reſentment, and 
the ſeverer Puniſhment threatened, x ermit him to remain in England Mhout once calling upon 
him to perform the Duties of the 0 en to which they were ſo very; an,˙tAu to r 7 and 
without giving a Colour to his fur eee by afford him ae Means of æffacing the 
Demerit of ks: paſt Cohdꝭict hy bi zhaviour. Tie therefore continued in England until the 
Month of January 1781 when they. fl ht. pre alb at once to: raiſe him from the Jow- Station in 
the Company's Service which he held with ſo little Attention to its Duties, and with ſuch acknow- 
ledged Circumſtances of Miſcondutt, to tds high Ofßer of Cooyſellor in che ; wecil- General of 
Bengal. D an oo Warts wh, . ein 2950; * 1 10 2 E e 236 Sint 
His Conduct on this Occaſion came a Thick Th me hefore the, Col t of Bietet His Mc al 
to wi Nabob of Atcot: ws again econſidered: and notwithſtanding the Difſent of; ſame: of the 
—_ and the S roteſt of Ong of them (on the Ground of the abfolute Illegality of his mon 
_ OY Mr. Macpherſan's Appaintment, without any ne Reference on the 8 Lau 
co Mr. Rous, the Company s then Counſel, was preſented; to His\Myjefty' 's Miniſters; who*Ohtained. . 
the Royal Approbatign to that extraordinary Meaſure. _ 
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Ic apßkars that Mr. Macpherſon went to Madras in the Year 1966, Purſer of an India Ship 
commanded by Captain Macleod; and having found Means of Introduction to the Nabob of Arcar, 
he lo far ingratiatedilignſelf with that Prince, as to be ſent con a ſecret Commiſſion to His Majeſty's Firſt 
<<. Miniſter of State, in the Year 1767, in order to free him from various Oppreſſions under. which 
„he was labourigg,” He arrived (to uſe his own Expreſſion) * at the Court of Britain,” towards 
the End of 768. There he employed himſelf for a conſiderable Time in a Multitude of dark and 
myſterious'Itrigues ; the Spirit of which appears ſufficiently in his Memorial, though all the Par. 
ticulars cannot be ſpecified, ag, he frequently refers to other Memorials, and to other Papers of vari. 
ous Sorts, which have not hitherto deen/brought. te lights 0 
| Ithis however manifeſt, that the whole Tenor of his Negociations were adverſe and hoſtile to the 
Company; and in many Reſpects highly dangerous and diſgraceful to the Government of this King. 
dom. It appears from his Paper, that he took Advantage of the Diſputes between the Company 
and Government, to promote the Intereſt of his Employer; and that the Tendency of his Writings 
was to ſhew, that the Support of him (the Nabob of Arcot) by the Crown, in the Rights of his 
Guaranteement, was the beſt Reſtraint upon the Uſurpations ef the Servants of @ certain Company; 
and in his general Stile of Complaint of the Situation of the Princes in India, he ſtates it to ariſe 
from the gſurped Authority of the commercial Sued of be Namn. 2 
It is not eaſy to comprehend the Nature of that uſurped Authority by Britiſh Subjects on the 
{ Nights of the Crown, which could make the Support of the Rights of a Foreign Power the beſt or any 
proper Reſtraint on thoſe Subjects. The Diſputes between Government and the Eaſt India Company at 
that Time, turned on the Territorial Acquifitions of the latter in India; and Foreign Interpoſition 
in ſuch a Diſpute, was neither neceſſary nor proper to the full Aſſertion of any Rights in the 
Crown, which has abundant Means of its own to reſtrain the uſurped Authority (if ſueh ſhouldibe 


found to exiſt) of Britiſh Subjects of all Deſcriptions. But your Committee are of Opinion, that 
an Attempt on the Part of a Britiſh Subject to intrude the Claims of a Foreign Power, in Aid of 
any Autherity within this Kingdom, or to make ſuch a Power a Party in domeſtic Diſputes, was a 
Meaſure full of Raſhneſs and Prefumption. Mr. Devaynes and: Mr. Sulivan, the Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman, who muſt have ſeen the Eaſt India Company treated in ſuch a Manner, and 
diſtinguiſhed by ſuch Epithets by Mr. Macpherſon,” were bound: to make ſtrict Enquiry into his 
Practices againſt an Authority which they at leaſt ought to reſpe&, and as far as it was legal, to 
aſſert and enforce, He had refgrred for the full Explanation of thoſe Practices to a certain Memo- 
rial N* 2. which they might have called on him to produce. But it does not appear that they made 
that or any other -Enquiry into the Grounds of Fitneſs for Truſt, for which they informed your 
Committee they thought him the fitteſt Perſon, DORSEY 2 Dit) Cay 2 7 nen 41601 a NF £677 
If the Nabob of Arcot had been in any Particular injured or opprefſed, it would have become 
his Agent, with Decency and Candour to y the Matter of Grievance, diſtinctly and! ſpecifically 
ſtated, before the Court of Directors, and with the ſame Simplicity and Openneſs to have pro- 
ceeded with His Majeſty's Miniſters. But it does not apprar that at that Period of Time any par- 
ticular Grievances were ut all laid before the Company; and in his Applications to the Miniſters, he 
eontinually talks of 'Secrecy,. Reſerve, and Caution. His Commiſion! was! wholly concealed from 
feveral Perſons with whom he treated, and it only eatne out Piece: meal and by Degrees to the Prin- 
eipal. The whole of bay tony ee of his Negbciatioꝶg i couched- in Terms fo ambiguous 
and obſcure; that little can be diſcovered concerning the Naküre of thoſe Grievances, of which ke 
pretends to have ſought Redreſs. 7 hf g (64/44 FE 4 SHITE tuns Dian 20 d i, 9e e 110 96] 
Tour Committee, who are of Opinion that the Grievanees of the” Native Powers and People in 
India are a principal Object of Parliament in the Enquiry committed t6 them, haye endeavoyred 
to find out the Nature of thoſe Grievances, real er pretended; 2/982 N016550 203 no Buy 0 ell 
The only Grievance whiclt appears in any — ſpecific Form, is the Enforcement of the 
Debt due to the Company. On examining inte this Debt, they fiad ir tè be for Expences-inepried 
by the Company in Support of his Employer, and for his Eſtabliſmment in the Place he holds in 
the Government of the Carnatic, the Juſtice of Which he had, by the ſtrongeſt Rxpreſſibne irre- 
quently and fully acknowledged. 2126300; 
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* that the Nabob had been treated by the Company's Servants with I landeten wir 
« Tynny.” This Matter however he never appears in any Sort to'hdveexplained; thodgh ienwas 
highly neeeſſary to be as explicit as poſſible on the Subject, if the Grievalice had been red,: G- 
neral Complaints are little attended to; beeauſe Sufferings as they are ſtrongly: felt ate eaſly par- | 
ticularized;” and Guilt can only be proved, or Redreſs obtained, on fpeciat Mater. I was the>more 

neceſſary to be clear on that Subject, às the Nabob had very recently given 'wdirect.contrary-Tng 
formation to the Court of Directors (on tlieir having expfeHd forme Suſpicion of the Nrifconduct 
of their Servants towards him.) In a Letter without Date but received in Londow ine November 
1766, be ſays that his Government was firmly ſettle unter” their (che Oempag yes) Raudun und 
Protection, and that he was free from all Manner of Apprebenſions. On the iath of Derember 
2566, to Governor Palk, he goes much further, that he is ſo far frotm having any Cauſe of Com- 


1 . 


@plaint againſt the Company's Servants, or Officers, that che has always forind chem ready 
« ſacriſe even their Eives for bis Sei viot, and thut he nifty in Juſtice eb che CharaBera of bot 
4 Company's Servants and Officers; 'entirvly -eltar them; er um of ithem, fron er Hud ingtüttöcred 
Money from him, either by exorbitant Intereſt or otherwiſe :”—* They have (ſays hee the cn 
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« trary, learnt to eſteem the Company's Affairs and mine as one and the ſame; they habe never 
10 offered me am Oppreſſion of any Kid. —0n the 14th of July. 1767, he writes, * That he had 1 
4. reſided at Madras for a Twelvemonth paſt with the grea/eſt Plegſure and risfaction; that it 
« would be the higheſt Ingratitude in him not to mention how kind and favourable their Governor | 
« and Council had been to him, in putting their (the Company's) Order into Execution, A 

The whole Letter is full of Acknowled$ments of the ſubſtantial Favours he had 


Lived from 

the Company and their Servants, and declaratory of the higheſt . e in both. 80 lach as che 7 

Month of November 1767 (the very Year when Mr. Macpls rſon rep reſents. himſelf as. appbinted - .A 
to the ſecret Commiſſion. on which he made his Complaint) ſo far from - complaining of that In- 

of dignity and even Tyranny,“ which Mr. Macpherſon repreſents him. as ſuffering from the Com- 

pany's Servants, he informs the Directors, that the Governor ay W Council are ever contriving 

<« Means of honouring him in the Eyes of his People.“ In othe Parts of the ſame Letter, he, 

ſtates ſtrongly his Obligations to the Company and their Government, for many Favours done to him 

No Complaints of the Kind appeared before the Court of Directors until about Two Years after 


» 


Mr. Macpherſon's firſt ſecret Commiſſion, which he ſtates to have been in 1767, though he did 

not arrive in Ehndon till 1768. Thoſe Complaints were even then Igoſe and genera), and the ap- 
parent Conſequences of the Failure of ſome of his ambitious Prajects ; the Blame of which 3 
Failure the Nabob and the Company's Servants mutually threw upon each other, and for the en- 
gaging in which, the Company has juſtly cenſured both: The Objects therefore of Mr. Maepherſon's 
Miſſion; muſt have been of another Nature, being prior to this Quarrel. If any ſubſequent Matter 
of Complaint had come to his Knowledge, the Time and Occaſion ought to have been ſtated 1 | 
this Change in the Behaviour of the Company's Servants had happened, in what, Inſtances ,it- had”. 
happened; and who were the Perſons in fault, in ordeg that the Company and the King's Minifters | 
might be able to form a clear Judgment on the Merits of the Caſe, for nothing could be more gl 
irregular and blameable on the Part of the Nabob, than to ſee the Company's Records full of hi | 


Commendations of their Servants, and Acknowledgments. of the Juſtice of his Debt to them; bog 4 

under his own Signature, whilſt he maintained an Agent here, complaining to His Majeſty's Mi- : 

niſters of the Tyranny of thoſe Servants, as well as of the 1njuſtice. of the Company's own. De- 
mn ße * e e 1 e 
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Me. Macpherſon ſtates himſelf as thrown into the Sten Perp! exity ani 
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* 92 principal of theſe Enterprizes is to be teckoned the Atibrijt 'of the Nabob to. eu 
the Seat of his original Superior, the Soubah of the Decan. Mr. Macpherſon, in his Memorial, 
Claims. the Merit ; into the Hands of Perſons of Diſtinction in England, Poblitations made 
for the Purpoſe of countenancing a Project wholiy derogatory to the Honour and 00d Falth of 


the Britiſh; Jation, and the direct Tendency of which, was to P all Fe int Blood and 
Confuſion.” * * 


By ide Fourth Paragraph of the Memorial; ſome Light u Anton opof the kan bir Macpher, | 


for ated in another Debgn of the Nabob; which, as well as the former, had been diſcountenanceil 
by the Court of Directors, and was in its Tendency equally diſhonourable; and nearly as danger. 
ous. It is tht unnatural Deſign, which appears to Your - Committee to have been formed" by the 
Nabob, to diſinherit his eldeſt Son, a Perſon of a gentle and humane Temper, of undoubted At 
tachment to the Intereſt of Great Britain, and of Abilities to db Cretlit'to. the Sikwarion to which 
he is entitled. This Deſign was formed in direct Violation of the- Grant (real 'of® 'pretended)- 
which the Nabob is at all entitled to any Succeſſion” in his Family, and in which the Seven is 
| ſpecifically ſettled upon His eldeſt Son, as will 1 by the Firmaund in the Appendix, 
N. 5. 5 

x > Je Court of Directors have Pen fince 1 then abbered of the Scheme 35 this Pidldehcy of Ma. 
dras, who attended their Information with Judicious and appoſite Reflections open a. Matter of fo 
arduous and alarming a Nature. = VE OG 210M 

Mr. Macpherſon, in order to prevent the Compiny Rom ading as their Honde and Intereſt ge 
manded on this Occaſion, attempted to make even Parliamen itfeifÞat#lnftrument* in this ſhameful 
_ Proceeding, by propoſing to Perſons. in Office, to bring about an, Act of aden Um the 
„ Power of the Company's Servants, and making it a Cime in t the State, 0 Merle 
« with the Government and Succęſſon of the Indian Princes in Treaty with the Company a 
he endeavoured to make this Ad particulaFly relative to the Nabed ard his Peſterig;“ that is; Mr 
Macpherſon propoſed to prevent the Interference in the Nabob's Succ*Mon, of thoſe wy Fern " 
Whoſe Credit and Power the Grant to that Succeſſion had been attained. 

The-ſame Memorial acquaints the Nabob, that the then Secretary to the Tredfory had 8 a 
Propoſal for that Purpoſe, to be laid before Lord North and Mr. Dyſon; à Copy of Which Pro- 
poſal, he ſays, is in the Hands of the Nabob, „ by which the Nabob will ſee, that 7 {meaning he, 
« Macpherſon) 1 to be at the  Expence” of the AR, el cetergy, out 0 of "my". 6 
« Pocket.” 5 Mw oy he Wren 1s 3 - 

Your Conigirjes obſerve, har Mr. Mae epherſon has teh Aﬀvemige of the Ignorance of his 
Employer in Parliamentary Proceedings, to ſtate himſelf as offering to be at the Ex of an Act 
of Parliament, when in Reality no juſtifiable Expence can be incurred for a Public Act, ſuch as 
that which he propoſed muſt have been, if it had been at all. But the ſtipulating to be at the 
Expence of this Act, with the ſignificant et ceteras, out of his owff Pocket, which in Epgland would 
be ill calculated to deceive, was perfectly conſonant ta the Ideas generally entertained n India, and 
which have not been thoroughly effaced by a oy wee with Europeans, of what is called 


Dur bar Charges, which i 1 Preſents ordinarily made, in aer to Obtain Nees ſolicired from 


' Perſons in Power and Au | RL 2024040) Ces 
That the Nabob had f Nobabiy ſeen 1 in bis „tet © pure with Evropeais which Mice ebn. 


vince him that Mr. Macpherſon could never have in Reality ſipulated to be at ſuch Expenee, et 


cetera, out of his own Potker, appears by a very remarkable Incident in theſe e e 05 hich 
Your Committee wiſh particularly to call the Attention of the Houſe 7 1 4 

At the Firſt Interview of this Miniſter of the Nabob with one of His M Majeſty's Miniſters! (the 
Duke of Grafton) he offered to beſtow on Him certkin Preſents (Which be calls Credential Preſents) 
on the Part of the Nabob. © Theſe Preſents the Duke of Grafton refuſed to teceive. On his Refufa, 
Mr. Macpherſon conceived, that though they might not ſuit the Miniſter, they might with Propriety, 


| 4 poſſibly with ſome Effect, be received by a Suberdinate in Office: Seeing therefore the Prefents lie 
ted, he “ took them up, and offered them, in the Name of the Nabob, to his Grace's Secretary, 
Mr. Bradſhaw.” Mr. Bradſhaw is repreſented as making a ſhort Sprech, which ended on his Patt 


by declaring, that Mr. Macpherſon: 8 uld leren his Eftcer 1 he infiſted$n” his 4 ſgracidg the 
1 Example of the Duke of Grafton“ 1 . 1 Boi „ % Oise 


of the Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury and his Secretary to receive his ONS 
remarkable, as they indicate the Notions his Employer, the Nabob, entertained eotjecrning' the*Prin- 
ciples and Motives upon which this Buſineſs was tranſacted in England: Mr. Macpherſon's own 
Words are moſt perfectly expreſſive of his Sentiments and Feelings in an Emer; ency ſo crirical to all 
his Reputation for Addreſs and Dexterity: I cannot deſcribe what I felt op t. is Occaſion Upon 


* reflecting, I thought ir would be difficult to perſuade my Employer that Men, who would not 


44 receive his Preſents, had any ſerious Intentions to ſerve him. 71 likewiſe apprehended, that being 


« without an 2 of having ified upon their being ecEiver, wy. Want of Perfunſion would be 
4 found Fauſt with,” 5 | | Ger Y nn 


e which Mr. Macpherſon was Giredtedito effet to nt of His Majeſty "+ Miniſters, were 


"gap | td further Offers of a far more extenſive Nature, Mich Your Committee find ir neceſ- 
lary to ſtate to the Houſe, to demonſtrate the uhexampled Boldneſs, Vaſtneſs, and Extravagance of the 
corrupt Projects formed by the Adviſers and Inſtruments of the Nabob of Ateot, it order 5 1 re 


©: Yall : 


/Difreſs by: this Refoſal 
reſents. His Reaſons att 


t 4 1 


all | Branches, of the Government of. this Kingdom eben on them, and ſubſervient to "theif 


pherſ prepared his Ground at the Treaſury, le thot he it pr pee is 
o ee 6s ie: c rs bub — Injunction:“ This conſiſted in an be p 0 OE | 
lg the Firſt of which was a Propatal of lending to the Public a Sum of 7 7” Lacks of Ru | 
about 700,000. Pounds Sterling, at ſo low an Intereſt as Two per Cent. 

This Propoſal was covered with a Paggext of providing a fure. and ſettled MainlWtice for the | 
Nabob's $ your Children. There ſtems to be ng, Reaſon. for preventing the Nabob * openly 
purchaſing and fecuring to that, or to any Amount, at the gutrent Price, and with the common Ad- 
vantage (which was then much more than Two. per Cent.) id any of the Britiſh Furids, nor any Occa- 
ſion. _ Secrecy 4n- the Tas len, if no other Debup- was entertamed than that which was 
c__ 72 8 28 ier an Rene "30k making He other Part of the Afreriiaive; which Mr. 

Macpherlan alls his confidential Propoſal, a very profound Secret; for the Tenor of this Offer 

was, that in caſe. the foregoing: Propoſal . ſhauld not be agreeable, the Nabob would lend the /are, or 
«aq reale, Capital to the Treaſury, as 4 Pledge of. his Fee Rp ng Frft i in the Briciſh . 

_— | 
Oy Mapoer.: A to the Treaſuty was to 9 made, how i it was. to be ar ind above all; 

What Objects it was to be applied to; and What Pu urpoſes it was intended to anſwer, theſe Matters are . 

not at all explaiped in the Memorial; like many other Parts of the Tranſaction, they are wrapped up . 

an obſcure and alarming Myſtery:=-A. Loap.of that aftogiſhing Magnitude, to the Trey ot Great 

Re by a Foreign Pœengate, is a Matter of vety ſerious Canſideration; - OD 7 
_The Cool of. Directors When A Memorial of this extraor 7. Nature came no eſs than Thies 


g fuck large, Loan as. 8 ronfileiuially to the Tres. * 
ing, fu Was Ne Lo every LESS and Ne ca] oley 71 the yment I what he owed to the Com- 
pany; that he conſtantiy i that * 
Debts had been contracted at and ven Thirty-ſix 
Cent, Intereſt, and that he ſtill c "He! aſſerted; chat he? E 
offered even an Hundred and equi der: to | 


Payments, without being able to pro 
{ «to. Ten. per, Cent. he. re 2 
| Ground prayed a Re ſpite. of the 
* he conſiders himſelf at the very 


offers at Three Payments to hare © 
per Cent. 2 the Brizith Publ 


confidentially. ro-the Treaſury. . OF: 2 03 
Mr. Macpherſon declares higiſelf 8 if expre | 


8 * chen coble and; reſp 1 table 
« this cotential Propoſal. of the Nabob gave to che Minifter.” | But it ought to News 4 4 | 
Ideas of another Kind. to the Court of Directors, who muſt have Perfectly known'that his Days of 
Payment, both: then, and ever ſince, as well to his public 8 to his private Creditors, muſt have been a 
groſs Fraud, if he were ally. Maſter. of fo. much Treaſure: If he were not, chen the Offer elk 
muſt be a Fraud of 5 e4- Sort, by which, he hoped to engage th > Miniſtry to enter into his Views, 
by holding out to hem an Offer of Advantages which he was not a able; to realize. It is Probable 
te he Migiltry, notwithſtandi ing Mr, Macpherlon' 8 Repreſentation to his Employer, muſt have treated 

he Offer in a different Manner from that which he deſcribes, | The Court of Directors, however, 

fi that Repreſentation, ough never to have taken into their, deln a Perſon known to them 

to be concerned ig ſuch. extraorqinar ary Tranſactiong. They could N peruſe. the Memorial before. 
them, without being) ſtruck with the Multitude cf Prachices of cis Agent, molt, if not all of them, of 
the ſame pernicious Tendency towards the Honour . and Intereſt of th the C Company.--His dating his 
Publications, in. the, evs-papers from Arlington Street, the Place of Reſidrnce of the then Firſt 


Commiſſioner of the. reaſury,. with a. Deſign af produc ng. an Opition that they. were authotit by 
His Majeſty's Miniſters 150 Uk,. 15 5 11 1 W f an I rr to the Superviſors ap- 
pointed by the Camp M ibe) of coming at the 'Inſtruc-- 


tions of hi Superviſors. ; "all theſe re (fully ſer forth in the Memorial 
aforeſaid) ) muſt have convinced het choſen a more unfit Perſon | 
into whoſe Hands to, eO@mic-: the moſt i ien f . of ther Ferner In this Appointinene A 
thejefore, Your l e are 755 e voted for * ſaid Mr. Mac- 1 
Pherſon, haye. beer - 175 233 | 4 1 


When original y £ 11 aer = them, t 8 FI Hato enguiicd? only 3 ö 
into the ce ＋ ini 2 8 8 enquĩred into the ſubſtantial 1 
Nature of the Charp herſon-had*noticleared: bi. PRE 
ſelf in a Tat ver, with the fulleſt-Authel# 4: 
rity, and in perſect Form to Diſmiſſio aty to put him out of the Company's 9. 
Servigg, and not 10 take eee Xeſs to: ſecure Indemnity for Crimes. If 


they had done their Duty in that | the AR of 8 would have had: its natural: Operation: 
But in this, and in many 9 Mee i. ooh Tour e hat . in th“ 
e Cans, e Ale, RS ia Draven 


oY 


10 
Direction have countenanced an Evaſion of the very Acts of Parliament formed for the Support of 
their own Authority. a: 335 HON 1 
The Directots undoubtedly are not obliged to follow the Line of Gradation ;' nor are they bound 
indiſpenſably to attend to the Time of Service. They may, on good Reaſon, appoint abſolute Stran. 
gers to any of their Offices. But when the Queſtion is among Servants, and when thoſe of high 
Rank and long and unexceptionable Service are paſſed over, and a Perſon neither long nor diligent 
in their Service, of low Rank in it, turned out from that o Rank for Miſbehaviour, and reſtored 
to it with Cenſure and Reprimand; in ſuch Competition among the Servants, to prefer the latter to 
all the reſt, is to hold out a Leſſon of the moſt pernicious K ind to thoſe who act under them, a Leſ. 
ion which tends wholly to reverſe the Uſe of Rewards and Puniſhments. When it is conſidered 
that Mr. Macpherſon appeared to the Court of Directors in no other Reſpect a Man of either Talents 
or Induſtry, but by his Exertions to their Prejudice, the Offence of Mr. Devaynes and Mr. Suli. 
van, who propoſed and ſupported him, Your Committee conceive will appear much more heinous to 
this Houſe. | JJJJVVJdV%ꝙ%%%GC ĩͤ tk 
When Perſons entruſted with the Care and Conſervation of any public Eftabliſhment,” promote its 
known Enemies to the immediate Superintendance of its moſt eſſential Intereſts, a juſt Pr. ſumption 
ariſes, that they have intentionally betrayed their Truſt: When Enemies ſo promoted are known to 
them to be concerned in an Attempt to carry on their hoſtile Defigns by corrupt Practices, a Pre. 
ſumption ariſes, that the Truſt is thus betrayed from unworthy Motives. | 8 1 
_ © Mr, Devaynes on his Examination ſeemed to be ignorant of, or to have forgot moſt of the ma- 
terial Circumſtances of the Tranſaction ; and in general declined giving Information to Your Com. 
mittee concerning the Grounds and Reaſons of this Appointment, leſt he ſhould thereby accuſe 


himſelf, 1525 20070, 12 eee 9H 
Mr. Sulivan declined anſwering ſeveral Queſtions apparently for the ſame R 67. 
Their Examination, which is annexed, will ſufficiently indicate to the Houſe” the tru& pirit of 
their Cogduct. 1 Jes Ras hate Ae igrcnal ole a hl 
. Your Committee obſerve, That every Step hitherto taken in their Enquiry, convinces them more 
and more, that the Diſobedience and Corruption of the Servants abroad (wherever ſuch Difobedience 
and Corruption exiſt). may in great Meaſure be imputed to Intrigue, Cabal, and Management in 
Great Britain; to which heavy, inveterate, and growing Evil, no apt Remedy can be applied, but 
the conſtant Inſpection of the Houſe; with the Certainty that all theſe ſecret Intrigues ſhall in a'fea- 
ſonable Time undergo a public and parliamentary Scrutiny ; and that no Servant of 3 + 
can be ſafe. in any new Office, whilſt his Behaviour in the Offices which he formerly held, on ſuch 
Scrutiny remains without aiſatisfatory Explanation z and that the Directors ſhall be as reſponſible 
for the Promotions they make of Perſons juſtly obnoxious, as the obnoxious Perfons whom they pro- 
Your Committee finding theſe Papers to contain Matter of a very extraordinary Nature, and im- 
portant for the Information of the Houſe, have thought it neceſſary to enter them at large in the 
Appendix to this Report; and alſo to examine William Devaynes, Eſquire, and Lawrence Sulivan, 
Eſquire, at that Time Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Eaſt India Company, concerning 
Mr. Macpherſon's Appointment to the Office of Counſellor in' the Supreme Council of India.—The 
Examinations of theſe Gentlemen are hereafter ſet forth; and the feveral Proceedings of the Court of 
Directors of the 24th and 28th'of November, and 15th of December 1780, of the 4th, 5th, and | 
zoth of January 1781, and the Diſſent of John Manſhip, Eſquire (one of the Directors) of the ſame 
Date, are alſo annexed in the Appendix, No 6. To theſe Materials Your Committee particularly te- 
queſt the Attention of the Houſe, as they will afford the Grounds upon which Your Committee haye 
ormed the Opinions and Obſervations: which they now lay before the Mouſe, ' © 
Tour Committee are of Opinion, That the greateſt Care and Circumſpection is abſolutely necef- 
fary to be obſerved in the Choice of Perſons pròôper to fill the higheſt Stations in India; and they are 
confirmed and ſtrengthened in this Opinion by a Letter from the Right Honourable Lord Stormont 
(then one of His Majeſty's Secretaries of State) dated the 3zit Auguſt 1781, to the Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman of the Eaſt India Company, where, in anſwer to a Memorial from the Court of 
Directors to His Majeſty, praying that he would be pleaſed to confirm the Appointment of John 
Stables, Eſquire, his Lordſhip gives it as the Opinion of His Majeſty's confidentiaf Servants, That 
<« the Appointment to ſuch an Office in the preſent critical Conjuncture, muſt be conſidered as a 
Matter of great National Concern ;' that the Situation of India required that the Supreme Council 
of Bengal ſhould be filled by Men fit to govern a great Empire in War and Peace; but that the 
„ Company having unanimouſly ehoſen Mr, Stables, whoſe private Character had been repreſented 
to His Majeſty in the faireſt Light, and no other Competitor having appeared more worthy of 
*« their-Choice, that therefore 'the King had been graciouſly pleaſed to approve the Appointment 
«© they had made, in full Confidence that Mr. Stables would diſcharge the Duty of this high and 
I Office in a Manner becoming the Character which His Majeſty thought he de- 


; F 
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William Devaynes, Eſquire, being aſked, Whether he was in the Direction when Mr. John MaSpher- 
ion was appointed a Member of the Supreme Council of Bengal? he ſaid, He was—Being aſked, 
Who was then Chairman of the Eaſt India Company? he ſaid, He was—Being aſked, Who p 85 


I; 


rectors? he laid, He did not ſtate, nor did he propoſe — Being aſk 
Records Being aſked, Whether he had ever been in Office in Be 


# 


| — Being aſked, If he knows whether he had ever been diſmiſſed 


Whether there was any Diſſent to the ering) ? he ſaid. 


it. —Being aſked, Whether 
he | ald, No, he does not 
igher Rank than Factor in 
Joes | Fecollect what Rank he held—Being aſked, 
Whether-he did not, before he officially propoſed him to ſucceed: to ſo gh an Employment, enquire 
| | e Leng eryed,. and his Diligence and 

Fidelity in Service? he ſaid, His Character, as well as the reſt of the Candidates, was talked over in the 
NR | 1y 


Whether there was any particular Teſtimony, of any remarkable Service 
done by Mr. Macpherſon for Me Company, to entitle him to ſuch an Appointment? he ſaid, He does 
not recollect there were any in behalf of any of the Candidates —Being aſked, What turned the Scale 
in Mr. Macpherſon's Favour ? he ſaid, It appeared to'be the Voice af the Court. 5 
Being aſked, Whether he thinks it is for the Company's Intereſt fo the Court of Directors to 
promote an Officer, low in Station, ſhort in Service, without any ſi Xecial Merit in that Service gither 
appearing on the Company's Records or alledged by himſelf, above all. the old Servants of the 
Company, who filled Stations ſuperior to him, and for many Years? he ſaid, It is moſt for the 
Intereſt of the Company to promote thoſe Servants who ate beſt able to do their Duty — Being 
aſked, What Proo Mr. Macpherſon had given, during his Services to the Company, of his heing 
beſt able to ſerve them? he ſaid, It appears that the Court of Directors were ſatisſieg with his 
Pretenſions— Being aſked, When a Seſection is made out of the Company's Servants, whether 
Length of Seryice, and Merit in that Service, ought not to be conſidered ? he ſaid, Certainly 
Being aſked, Whether any Thing was alledged or appeared concerning the Length of Time or 
Merits of the other Candidates in the Service? he ſaid, It was converſed  upon-—Being aſked, 
Whether that Plea, in Favour of the other” Candidates, Was diſproved 9 he ſaid, It was DOE at- 
tempted, that he recollects— Being aſked, Whether any Thing of the Kind was alledged in Favout# 
of Mr. Macpherſon? he ſaid, He does not recollect what paſſed upon that Occaſion Being aſked, 
Whether he knows Mr. Macpherſon perſonally ? he faid, He knows Mr. Macpherſon, and both the 


other @andidates, perſonally—Being aſked, How long he has known Mr. Macpherſon? he ſaid, He by 


has known his Perſon about Three Years—Being aſked, Whether he knows ot has heard any 
Thing of his Occyparion or Employment in England? he ſaid, No ele goes nogoalieing. ee 9. 
Whiether dar. Macpherſon was not recommended to him by any Perſon in the Service or Employ- 
ment of Government? he ſaid, Not that he recollects— Being aſked, How he could know that 


I [ I $i ] 


Mr. Macpherſon had been in the Service of the Company, without knowing that he had been re- 
moved from it? he ſaid, He could not give any other Anſwer. than that every Body knew it 
Being aſked, Whether, upon Mr. Macpherſon's Appointment, the Court of Directors did examine 
into the Merits of his Diſmiſſion from the Service by the Council of Fort Saint George ? he ſaid, 
He cannot charge his Memory with it. 3 FFT 


= 
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Lawtence Süſivan, Eſquire, being aſked, Whether he was in the Direction hen Mr. John Macs 
pherſon was appointed a Member of the Supreme Council uf Bengal? he ſaid, He was Deputy 
Chairman —Being aſked, Who propoſed him for that Appointment ? he ſaid, He believes the 
Chairman—Being aſked, Whether he oppoſed it? he ſaid No—Being aſked, Whether there was not 
a Motion made, and repeated, to enquire into the Conduct of the Company's Servants in Bengal, as 
à neteſſaty Preliminary to any Appointment for filling a Vacancy occaſioned by the Reſignation of 
Mr. Barwell? he faid, There was a Motion made and carried for an Enquiry into the Conduct of 

— the Company's Servants in Bengal Being aſked, Whether he voted for that Enquiry, or not? he 
ſaid, He was one of thoſe who agreed to that Motion — Being aſked, Whether the Enquiry was 
made agreeable to the Reſolution of the Court of Directors of the 1th of December 1780 he 
ſaid, He does not at preſent recollect the Directors going into ſuch Enquiry—Being aſked, Whether 
he recollects, after the Reſolution of the Court being taken to enter into an Enquiry, why ſuch 
Enquiry was not carried on? he ſaid, He really does not know.—Being aſked,” Whether he recollects 

ho ſoon after that Reſolution paſſed, Mr. Macpherſon was propoſed? he ſaid, It appears by the Minutes 
of the Court of Directors, that Mr. Macpherſon was propoſed the ſame Day—Being aſked, When 
the Chairman propoſed Mr. Macpherſon to be appointed of the Council, General, (an Employment 
of the higheſt Truſt in the Company's Service) what Merits of Mr. Macpherſon towards the Company 
dit he ſtate as a Reaſon for recommending him to that Station? he ſaid, He canndt recollect what 
he ſtated; but he believes he propoſed him as the fitteſt Perſon for that Station—Being/aſkedy. Whe- 
ther he thought him the fitteſt Perſon for that Station? he ſaid, Taking into. Conſideration his 
Abilities. and his Knowledge, he did conſider him as a fit Perſon for that Station Being aſked, 
What Station he had held in the Company's Service? he ſaid, He had been a Writer; and he be- 
lieves, when he was diſmiſſed, was a Factor at Fort St. George — Being aſked, Whether he had 
ever been in Office in Bengal? he ſaid, He believes not Being aſked, Whether he had been in 
any other Capacity in the Company's Service except thoſe of Writer and Factor? he. ſaid, He 
believes not; though he has heard in an indiſtinck Way, that he went abroad as a Purſer, or in . 
ſome other Situation, under Captain Macleod—Being aſked, How long Mr. Macpherſon attended F 
his Duty in the Capacity of à Writer and Factor reſident in India? he ſaid, As he. was not a Di: 
rector when he was appointed or when he was diſmiſſed, he cannot anſwer that Queſtion—Being aſked, 1 
Whether, before he had formed his Judgment that he was a fit Perſon; for ſo high an Employment, 
he enquired into his Rank, the Length of Time, and his Diligence in Service ? he ſaid, He cer- 
tainly knew his Rank; and upon the Enquiries he made, he did not find any Complaints againſt 
| him for Want of Diligence; and he muſt know his Length of Service was; but ſhort Being aſked, - 
Whether there was any particular Teſtimony of any remarkable Service done to the Company. by 
Mr. Macpherſon, to compenſate for the Lowneſs of his Rank, and the ſhort Time of Service in that 
: Rank ? he ſaid, He took up his Idea upon the general Opinion he entertained of his Knowledge and 
Abilities—Being aſked, Whether he is perſonally acquainted with. Mr. Macpherſon ? He ſaid, 
Certainly ; from his laſt Return from India in 1977—Being aſked, Whether Mr. Macpherſon; 
ſtated to him any particular or ſpecial Service he had done to the Company, whilſt he 
was in their Employ in India? he ſaid, Not that he remembers—Being . aſked, Whether he 
thinks it is for the Company's Intereſt to promote an Officg- low in Station, ſhort... in 
Service, and without any ſpecial Merit in that Service, either appearing on the Com- 
pany's Records, or alledged by himſelf, above all the old Servants of the Company, who filled 
Stations ſuperior to him, and for many Tears ?. he ſaid, When the Supreme Council was firſt 
appointed, the Legiſlature and the Company did not ſeem to have in Contemplation either their 
Service or the Length of their Services; and for that particular Situation, he does think that Per- | 
fons the fitteſt to fill that Station ſhould be ſelected from Perſons whether in or out of the Com- 1 
pany's Service, where they ſhould be found moſt fitting—Being aſked, Whetheg, when the Selec- ® 
tion is made out of the Company's Servants, their Length of Service, and Merit in Service, ought = 


ngal Department only, but he gonceives- that he 15 very extenſive 
at 


of the Company's Servants, higher in Rank and longer in Service, have not had poſitive Merits 


{8 1 


->mpafiy } he ſaid, He does not \#$collet—Being aſked, How far did Mr. Macpherſon employ. 75 
ue abilities in the Service of i Comgany de faid, He does not know of any particular Id _ 
ſtances—Being aſked,” Whether he heard of any Books or Publications of Mr. Macpherſon's W 
England, relative to the Company? he ſaid, He does not recollect that he has — Being aſked, If he | 
knows whether Mr. Macpherſon was not. diſmiſſed from the Company's Service ? he faid, Hie does 
know that he was diſmiſſed—Being aſſed, For what Offence he was diſmiſſed? he ſaid, He 
was not in the Direction at che Tone, but he has heard that it related to ſome Tranſactions of 
Mr. Macpherſon in England; for which he was queſtioned at Madras by the late Lord Pigot, and 
which ended in his Diſmiſſion—Being aſked; Whether upon his Appointment to the Supreme Coun- 
cil, the Court of Directors did examine into the Merits of thoſe Tranſactions? he ſaid, He thinks 
they did, and he does remember that the Directors took into Confideration his Piſmiſſton, and there 
was read the Opinion of Mr. Sayer, the Company's Counſel, who gave his Opinion, that ths 
Diſmiſſion was legal and proper, but the Opinion of Mr. Wedderburne (the preſent Lord Lough- 
conſidered as ſtill in the Service Being aſked, Whether the Directors inquired into the Merits of 
the Tranſaction itſelf, and not into the Legality or Illegality of the Diſmiſſion only? he faid; The 
Directors, he believes, heard all the Papers read. in Court relative to the Tranſactio . 

Being aſked; Whether he has ever read the Conſultations. of the. Preſident and Council of F or t | 
Saint George, of the 22d and 23d January 1776? he ſaid, He believes he has read:them—Being aſkeds 
Whether at the Time the Appointment of Mr. Macpherſon was made, he did aot know that he had been 
diſmiſſed from the Company's Service by the Preſident and Council of Fort Saint George, for holding 
Principles, ald being concerned in TranſaQions, repreſented by that Council highly prepudicial 
the, Intere | 


ie, Intereſtof the Company? he ſaid, He certainly did know that ſuch a Tranſaction had paſlel , 
when he was not in the Direction; and as he found him reſtored to the Company's Service when he 

was in, the Direction, he concluded that all [thoſe Matters had been: paſſed , over. — Being aſked, 
Whether there was any other Perſon who offered his Services to the Court of Directors, to ſucceed; tao 
the Vacancy of Mr. Barwell in the Supreme Council of Bengal? he ſaid, He thinks Mr. George Van- 
ſittart did Being aſked, What Station had Mr. George Vanſittart held) in the Company's Service 1 


0 


he ſaid, He thinks he had been a Member of the Council of Bengal —Being z aſked, Whether he re- 5 


a Company's Servant, was conſidered by the Directors ? he ſaid, It was nat __ 


there were any—Being aſked, Whether he did ſuppoſe:thar.the/Appointment of Mr. Macpherſon to 


reſtored to the Company's Service eiche ſaid; He was not in the Nirection when he was reſtored. but 


8 | I. * 1e 


5 


ppoinereht do the Supteme Council it he was; bur.did not r. 
India until he was ee the Supreme Council — Being aſked, Whether Mr, Macpher- 1 

-ompany from the Lime of his. Reſtoration. to the Time of his Appoin t- 1 
uneil ? he ſaid, He believes he was nor- Being aſked, Whether there wen = 


# 


of his 
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Committee, that, upon further Examina- 
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could be found, as well as he 


[ 14 ] * | 


from the Company's Service? he ſaid, He thinks he has—Being aſked, Whether he conſiders the 
Principles laid down, and the Condu& related in that Pa er, to be ſuch as to entitle a Servant of the 
Company to be promoted to the Supreme Council of India? he ſaid, As Mr. Macpherſon was re. 
ſtored to che Service before he came into the Direction, that Paper could make no Part of his Con- 
ſideration, as he then ſtood acquitted of all thoſe Charges by his Reſtoration—Being aſked, Whether 
he knows that he ever was acquitted of the Charge of writing that Paper? he ſaid, He never heaid 
that he was particularly acquitted of that, but he underſtood,” he was generally acquitted—Being 
aſked, Whether he looked into the Company's Records, to examine of what Nature and upon what 
Grounds that general Acquittal was made? he ſaid, He does not remember that he did ; he found 
him reſtored, and did not conſider at the Time that there was any Neceſſity to enter on his pag 
Condut—Being aſked, Whether when a Servant of the Company is about to be put into a Situation 
of the higheſt Truſt, from an inferior and ſubordinate Station, he thinks it enough to find him re- 


ſtored to that ſubordinate Station by former Directors, without any. apparent Examination of the 


Charge againſt him, which appears upon the Company's Records uncontradicted and unexplained 2 
he ſaid, When he gave his Vote for the Appointment of Mr. Macpherſon, he took into Conſidera. 
tion all Circumſtances at the Time, and conſidered him as the fitteſt Perſon for that Appointment—. 
And being aſked, Whether he approves of the Object of his Commiſſion from the Nabob of Arcot 


in the Year 176), and of his Proceedings in conſequence of that Commiſſion ? Mr, Sulivan repeated 


his Anſwer to the foregoing Queſtion. 


Mr. Sulivan being then aſked, Whether he took into Conſideration the | Circumſtances of the 


Paper produced in Conſultation at Madras the 22d January 1776, and which was printed and cir. 
ulated in London, and was then actually under the Conſideration of the Court of Directors, and had 


Been ſubmitted to the Opinion of their Counſel, who gave an Opinion againſt the Legality of the 
Reſtoration to the Service? he ſaid, That Paper was certainly before them at the Time, as well as 
an Opinion of Mr. Wedderburne, who had ſtated, that Mr. Macpherſon's Diſmiſſion was nat legal 
Being afked, Who delivered to the Court of Directors that Opinion of Mr. Wedderburne? he ſaid, 
He Toes not kf; it was in the 'Court on his Return to the Direction—Being aſked, Whether he 
fawthie Caſe on which ag. ain was given? he ſaid, He does not recolle& that he did—Being - 
aſked, Whether he does not know, that che Opinion when delivered in was not annexed to a Caſe? 
he faid, He only knows that w_ his coming into che Direction, an Inquiry was made, and no Cale 

yell as he recolleftsz—Being afked, Whether that Opinion of Mr. Wedderburne 
was taken by Order bf the Court of Directors? he ſaid, He has heard that it was not—Being aſked, 
Whether Mr. Sayer's Opinion was taken by Order of the Court of Directors? he ſaid, He believes it 


Was— Being aſked, Whether it was an Qpinion upon a Caſe ſtated ? he ſaid, He believes it was 


Being thèn aſked, Why then did he prefer an Opinion given without a Caſe upon no Reference from 
the Court of Directors, and which came he knew not hom under their Conſideration, to an Opinion 


delivered upon ſolemn Reference to the Company's on Standing Counſel, by a regular Order of the 


Court of Ditectols, and with a Oaſe ſtated agreeable to that Order? he aid, He conceives that Mr. 
Weddefbürne, * when he gave that Opinion, had ſufficient Information before him; and he con- 


Tiered Mr. Wedderburne's Opinions to be greatly ſuperior to thoſe of Mr. Sayer—Being 


aſked, Whether he took any Meafures to aſcertain whether he had a proper Caſe before him? he 
faid, No; ke only judged from the Papers before the Court — Being aſked, Whether he conſidered 
Mr. Sayer to be a Man of Ability and Knowledge in his Profeſſion? he ſaid, e recommended Mr. 
Sayer to the Company as a Man of Abilities in his Profeſſion, but thoſe Abilities were greatly im- 
-paired in the latter Part of his Life—Being aſked, Of what Age Mr. Sayer was at that 
Time? hie faid, He ſhould ſuppoſe near Seventy — Being aſked, Whether he thought that 
a Perſon who confidered it as difficult td perſuade the Nabob of Arcot, his Employer, 
„That Men who would hot receive his (the Nabob's) Preſents, had any ſerious Intention to 
« ſerve him,” was a fit Perſon to be employed by the Company, in a Situation in which all Dealing 
in Preſents was forbid by Law ? he ſaid, He begged Leave to decline anſwering that Queſ- 


"3 tion—Being aſked, Whether a Perſon who availed himſelf of the Diſputes which ſubſiſted, or 


« were commencing, between the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury and the India Directors, to enforce the 
« Propriety of ſupporting the Nabeb,” was a fit Perſon to be confidentially. emplgyed in the higheſt 
Station of the Company's Service ? he ſaid,” He begged: Leave to decline anſwering that Queſtion— 
Being aſked, Whether Mr. Macpherſon's Aſſertions, that he was the Firſt Perſon. in England to 
make any public Mention of the Guaranteement of the Nabob of Arcot by the Treaty of Paris,“ 

rendered him a fit Perſon to be employed in the Company's Service? he ſaid, He declined giving any 


Anſwer to that Queſtion— Being aſked, Whether he had read the 4th Article of Mr. Macpherſon's 


Memorial to the Nabob of Arcot? he ſaid, He does not recollect Being aſked, Whether he does not 


know that the Succeſſion to the Nabobſhip of Arcot, and is Dependencies, was confirmed to the 
eldeſt Son of the Nabob Mahomed Ali, by one of the Inſtruments by which he held his own Govern- 


ment, and that this Treaty was negociated by Lord Clive? he ſaid, He thinks he does remember it 


Being afked, Whether he does not think that the Company, and the Company's Servants, had a Right 
to interfere, in order to ſecure that Succeſſion according to the Tenor of the Treaty? he ſaid, . Yes, 
ſurely Being aſked, Whether or not any Perſon propoſing, and ſtipulating. at his own. Expence, to 


bring about an Act of Parliament, to make it a Crime in the Company's Servants againſt the State, 


to interfere with the Government and Succeſſion of Indian Princes in Treaty with the Company, was a 


fit Perſon to be appointed of the Supreme Council of India? he ſaid, He muſt decline to anſwer that 
3. 5 „ N Queſtion 


L RET : 

Queſtion—Being aſked, Whether he called upon Mr. Macpherſon for a Copy of a Propofal. for the 
Purpoſe abovementioned, which in his Memorial he ſtates to have been accepted by the Secretary, in 
order to be laid before Lord North and Mr. Dyſon ? he ſaid; He begged Leave to deci je anſwering 
that Queſtion—Being aſked, Whether about the Time of Mr. Macpherſon's Negociation in England 
the Nabob of Arcot did not appear upon the Company's Records to be in Artear in his Payments to 
the Company; that he was greatly. in Debt to Individuals, as well Engliſh as Natives; and that 
he was borrowing (as he aſſerted) Money upon an exorbitant Uſury, in order to pay thoſe Engliſh 

their Debts ? he ſaid, He could not from his Memory peak to thoſe Points as to Dates, but he 
believes the Facts as mentioned in the Queſtion—Being aſked, Whether any Agent of the Nabob 
of Arcot, offering to lend to the Public a Sum of C. 700,000 and upwards, at C. 2 per Cent. 
whilſt he was in Debt to the Company, and borrowing Money at C. 20 per Cent. and upwards, and 
in a Place where the Company could not Sorrow Money at leſs than /. 8 per Cent. was not guilty © 


of an Injury to the Company, and of ah Attempt to deceive His Majeſty's Miniſters, to whom he | 


offered this Sum of Money at that low Intereſt ? he ſaid, He begged Leave to decline anſwering 
that Queſtion—Being aſked, Whether ſuch Agent making an Alternative, in caſe the Propoſal to 
the Public ſhould not be accepted; of lending the ſame, or a greater Capital, to the Treaſury, as 
a pretended Pledge of his Fidelity and Truſt in the Britiſh State, was not, in his Opinion, a dangerous 
Attempt on the Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and a Matter highly prejudicial to the Intereſt of 
the Eaſt India Company? He declined anſwering that Queſtio n „„ 
It being repreſented to Mr. Sulivan, that as Mr. Macpherſon in his Memorial had declared that 
he had put Pamphlets into the Hands of His Majeſty's Miniſters, in which it was propoſed to raiſe . 
the Nabob to the Muſnud of the Decan; he was aſked, Whether it was not an Attempt to lead ls. 
| Majeſty's Miniſters into a Violation of the public Faith of this Kingdom; and whether it had not d 
Tendency to ſpread Blood and Devaſtation through a great Part of India? he ſaid, He muſt decline 
anſwering that GY aſked, Whether he has not heard, or read upon the Records of the 
Company, that the Tranſaction in India for the Purpoſe of uſurping the Muſnud of the Decan, has 
not been cenſured by the Court of Directors in the ſtrongeſt Terms as a EO and corrupt 
Tranſaction? he ſaid, He muſt decline anſwering that Queſtion — Being aſked, Whether he knows 
of any unjuſt Debts claimed by the Company from the Nabob of Arcor for the 1 e of the late 
War ? he ſaid, He cannot ſay he does — Being aſked, Whether he thinks that Mr. Macpherſon pre- 
tending to proclaim in certain Publications, Royal and Miniſterial Determination of ſupporting the 
Nabob, eſpecially againſt any unjuſt Debts that might be brought againſt him for the Expences of 
the late War, rendered him a fit Perſon to be employed in the Supreme Government of the Com- 
pany's Affairs? he ſaid, He muſt decline anſwering that Queſtion—Being aſked, Whether a Perſon 
who publiſhes certain pretended authoritative Letters to the Superviſors ſent out for the Reformation 
of the Company's Affairs, in Support of the Nabob, was a fit Perſon to be appointed in the higheſt 
Poſt of Superintendency in India? he faid, He begged Leave to decline anſwering that Queſtion— 
Being aſked, Whether a Perſon whoſe Services are by himſelf ſtated to be of that Nature, that he 
could only explain in Converſations with the Nabob, was a fit Perſon to be employed in the higheſt 
Truſt in the Company's Service? he ſaid, He begged Leave to decline anſwering that Queſtion—Being 
aſked, Whether he does not know that in conſequence, of thoſe Negociations there did not ariſe the 
moſt violent Diſſenſions and Diſputes between the Miniſters ſent out by the Crown to India and the 
Servants of the Company reſident there? he ſaid, He could not give an Anſwer to that Queſtion— 
Being aſked, Whether he has ever heard from the Chairman of the Company, that Mr. Macpherſon 
was recommended to an Appointment in the Supreme Council by any of His Majeſty's then 
Miniſters, or thoſe acting under them? he ſaid, No. Being aſked, On whoſe Recommendation he 


”= appointed? he ſaid, By no particular Recomindation ; he applied to the Directors indivi- 
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Extract of Fort Saint George Military Conſultations, 22d January 17)%6. 
| George Stratton, Robert Fletcher, 
George Dawſon, Henry Brooke, : 
 Clavd Rue. Alex" Dane. 
John Max" Stone, Arch“ Palmer, 
Francis Jourdan, George Mackay. 


AE Right Hondurable the Prefident acquaints the Board, that a Pa per, unſought for and un- 
T ſolicited, had been put into his Hand ; that there was no Signature affixed to it, but that it con- 
tained Matter of ſo dangerous a Tendency to the Intereſts of the Company, that he has thought it 

Whereupon the Paper, as delivered in by the Preſident, is read as followeth 1. 


+ 


A ſhort Memorial of Services rendered to his Highneſs the Nabob of the Carnatic, Waulavjau, &c. 
&c. whom he ſent upon a ſecret Commiſſion to His Majeſty's Firſt Miniſter of State, 1767. 


The Object of this Commiſſion was to procure Relief from the Oppreflions under which the Nabob 
was labouring, though in Alliance with Great Britain. Tr was neceſſary the Commiſſion ſhould. be 
ſecret, as well as the Powers to execute it confined, for ſeveral Reaſons. 1 5 ü 

To procure this wiſhed- for Relief, the Means to be employed were, if poffible, to ralſe in the 
Breaſt of the Prime Miniſter a favourable Reſpect for the Nabob; then to lay before him, not in 
the Mode of direct Complaint, of which he might avail himſelf againſt the Company, the Diftreſs 
of the Prince; like wiſe to ſhew the Advantage which would ariſe to the State, from granting him 
the proper Protection, and ſupporting him in the Rights of his Allianſee. 


324 


1ſt. Upon my Arrival at the Court of Britain, towards the End. of the Year 1768, 1 found Two 
important Changes had happened in Adminiſtration: The Earl of Chatham had retired in ſuch a 


Manner from Power, as convinced the moſh intelligent upon thoſe Subjects, that there was little 


Proſpect of his ever again poſſeſſing a Lea I 1- | 
diſmiſſed, at the Inſtigation of the Duke of Grafton, from the Office of Sectetary of State, 
Theſe Changes, however unexpected, did not diſcourage my Reſolution of ſupporting the Cauſe 
of the Nabob ; whoever had the Favour of the Sovereign, it was my Buſineſs to intereſt him in the 
Support of my Employer,—Bur, fortunately, the Favourite and Miniſter was a Perſonage of the firſt 
Diſtinction, of the nobleſt and moſt ſteady Principles; every Conſideration pointed out his Grace as 
the Member of the Britiſh Empire whoſe Friendſhip and Support, next to thoſe of the Sovereign, 
were the moſt deſirable to the Cauſe of the Nabob; but above all, the Conſideration of his being at 
the Head of Affairs, rendered it neceſſary to apply to the Duke of Grafton. | ans 
I accordingly obtained from my Patron and Friend, the Earl of Warwick, a Letter of Intro- 
duction to his Grace. With this Letter, which declared, from his Lordſhip's intimate Knowledge of 
SEL. Com, Rep. III. | E „ me, 


in Adminiſtration; the Earl of Shelburne had been 
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me, that a perfect Dependance wight be made upon my Honour and Judgment, 1 waited upon his 
Grace, and firſt preſented him with a general State of India, and a Plan by which the Concerns of 
that Country might be turned to the Public Advantage ; and which has ſince been partly adopted. 

F This Plan I drew out a * :] 
was explicit; the Conſequence was favourable. I Ganified in "ak Degree my Commiſſion 5 


on the $th of December I received a Letter from his Grace to wait on him. 


It was unneceſſary to act with further Reſerve, his Grace ſpoke ſo feelingly of the Oppreſſion 
under which the Princes of India laboured from the uſurped Authority of the Commercial "2. 


the. State. py 
8 expatiated upon the fuperior Merits of the Nabdb 3 weweck el at he wk thh Perſon to Ny to Mhom 
Beitain owed the Riſe of her Power in India, that Ries- Attachment And unſullic$#-Honour de che 
Engliſh were unparalleled. I then dwelt upon the perſonal Merits as a Stateſman and Gentleman; 
and ſhewed, that though he had Aſſurances of Protection under the Sovereign Hand, he was 
treated with Indignity, and even Tyranny. 

The Letters and Credential Preſents were then 


did Honour to the Minifter of the Belt n 


reſented; the Anſwer of he Duke of Grafin 
nd the frlt of Nations. 


cc. Sir, 


de It is my ſincere Diſpoſition that the Nabob ould have every Support that is conſiſtent with 
the Power and Intereſts of the Crown to give; 1 n receive from you every Propoſal upon 
« that Subject, and warmly repreſent them E57 my 80 ereign; and I deſire you to believe, that the 


ant of Caution, If you write him, inform him of 
« my Wiſhes for his Proſperity, and. explain to him that I will not accept his Preſents, however 
« great my Reſpect for him is; ; I will have no Return for the juſt Regard I owe him as a Man, 


« but my own Senſibility. It is from my F — to 1 Malter. and Duty to my Country, that 1 
40 will only ſerve him as a Miniſter 5! + 00 2145 Med IRA 


88 with the Noblenefi of this 1 took up the Preſents, and offered them, in 
the Name of the Nabob, to his Gelee n Mr. et * which Mr. Bradſhaw ſaid, 


| & 
« Sir, | 
« Were it in my Power to r my Relves for 45 Pa you ſerve with fuch affectionate Zeal, 
de he ſhould have every Proof of it. You ſeem to 1 my Ropes bur you'll for feit it if you 
« inſiſt _— my diſgracing the Example of the Duke, of Grafton. 1171 


I cannot deſcribe what I felt upon this Occaſion 3 Upon 1 [ thought it would be difficule 
to perſuade my Employer, that Men, who would not receive his Preſents, had any ſerious Intentions 
to ſerve him; I likewiſe apprehended, that being without BY, Proaf . Ln inſiſted, upon their 
being received, my Want of Perſuaſion woulc be found fal RT 9 2 7 aas; theſe Ob 
jections, the Secretary ſaid: . e 3: . eng vd d; | nog. / 
From the Confidence the Nabob has placed in you, any een you are 3 to 
ce make him, will convince him; but we do not wiſh him to judge of Things from their Repreſen- 
< tation, but from their Event. If he will find his Cauſe eſpouſed here, and the conſequent Effects 
« in his Situation, you will have leſs Difficulty in perſuading bim that the Miniſter can be his 
Friend without receiving his Preſents.” Fhis paſſed at a . FER" to eh A Was 
appointed, by a Letter from his Grace, on the 20th Janhary 1769. 


* 4 ” of 
lg 14 * 1 1 


2d. Having repreſented the Nabob's Diſtreſs, and the Oppreſſions under which 1 1 in 
the moſt cautious Manner to his Grace, | availed myſelf of the Diſputes which ſubſiſted, or were 
rather commencing, between his Grace, as Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, and. the India Directors, to 
enforce the Propriety of ſupporting the Nabob. This Diſpute was about the Territorial Acquili- 
tions of the Company. His Grace was going to refer the Deciſion of this Queſtion to Parliament. 
I ſeized the Opportunity; but it is now unneceſſary to be explicit upon this Subject. The Nabob 
may inform himſelf of my Arguments, by looking to the Memorial, N' 2. now in his Poſſeſſion. 
I can only upon this Head refer to the Alteration of the Miniſter, and Spirit of my Writings, 
which had always this uſeful Tendency to the Nabob's Intereſt, they ſhewed that the firm Support 
of his Highneſs in the Rights of his Guaranteement by the Crown, was the belt Reſtraint. which 
Government had upon the Uſurpations of the Servants of a certain Company. *,_ . 

The Nabob will likewiſe be pleaſed to inform himſelf, whether there was ever. any public Men- 


tion made of his Guaranteement, by Article 11th of the Treaty of Paris, prior to ies Ae 
for him in — remember none. | 


3d. The cautious Manner in which 1 fenced - Nabob's 1 to the Duke of Grafios, 
in his Miniſterial Character. My prefatory Addreſs to thoſe APPHEanOnh was in theſe Wach 3 A0 


&« To his Grace, and &c. &c. &c. 
8 « It is ; not olely in yours Character of F irt Miniſter of the Britiſh Eeapire,. that your Grace: is 


A P PE D I: Xp N.. 


„ ed to receive theſe Applications in Favour of the Nabob; they are likewiſe addreſſed to your 
« 33 the — whe Rank, Greatneſs, and Liberalicy of Mind, render you the moſt (7 
« worthy of receiving the Addreſs of Princes who are allied to your Nation ; as your Zeal and In- 
« fluence in the Service of your Country, and Senſibility of the Rights of Mankind, render your 
« Grace the moſt capable of preſerving thoſe Alliances, to the mutual Advantage of the State 
« and the Princes on whom they are beſtowed.” . 8 | 1 8 


From the Tenor of my Applications and Repreſentations of the Nabob's Merits, I will venture 
to 67 that 1 — the Friendſhip and Eſteem of his Grace; of this the Nabob I hope 
is not inſenſible. "3 5 ele n 


| 4th, The Steps 1 took, at my own propoſed Expence, to bring about an Act of Parliament, 
limiting the Power of the Company's Servants, and making it a Crime in them againſt the State, 
to interfere with the Government and Succeſſion of the India Princes in Treaty with the Company, 
and my Endeavour to make this Act particularly relative to the Nabob and his Polterity, 
A Copy of my Propoſal to this Purpoſe, accepted by the Secretary, of my Correction, that he 
might afterwards lay it before Lord North and Mr. Dyſon, is now in the Hands of the Nabob 
here: His Highneſs will ſee that I ſtipulated to be at the Expences of the Act, &c. out of my 


Pocket; the Utility of it he will I hope be ſenſible of. 
1 y of als 3.7 Ws IK 


5th. The Manner in which I executed the Nabob's firſt and grand Injunction to me, his Deſire 
of ſending a Capital of Seventy Lacks of Rupees to the Public, at the low Intereſt of Two per 
Cent. The Words of my Propoſal upon this Subject to his Grace, as Firſt Lord of His Majeſty's 


Treaſury, as follows: ee ö ; 
3 1 . «PROPOSAL. HE nate 3 
% The Nabob, from his Knowledge of Security of the Britiſh Funds, the precarious Tenure of * 


&« pecuniary Property in India, and his Deſire of providing for his youngeſt Children, propoſes to 
« inveſt a Capital of 50 Lacks of - Rupees, in any of the National Stocks of Britain, as the Miniſter 
ee would direct him; the Money would be remitted to Europe in Three Annual Payments. On Re- 
« ceipt of theſe Sums, Obligations drawn up, ſo that the Nabob might be ſecure his Property 
« ſhould be remitted to him.“ er e e 

« If the foregoing Propoſal ſhauld not be agreeable, the Nabob would lend the ſame or a greater 
« Capital to the Treaſury, as a Pledge of his Fidelity towards and Truſt in the Britiſh State.“ 


It is impoſſible for me to expreſs the noble and reſpectable Idea which this confidential Propoſal 
gave of the Nabob to the Miniſter. IST,” BUTT D750 peg Try biD ; ar 
- My ſubſequent and frequent Interviews with the Secretary of the Treaſury, Mr. Bradſhaw, as ap- 
pears by his Letters, which are in the Order of their Dates in 1769, May 16th, De 3oth, June 
17th, July 7th; September. 27th, D' goth, October 19th, November ;—in 1950, January-1; : 
February gth, &c. &c. &c, Theſe Interviews were. all to advance the Nabob's Intereſt: 1a 


E 2 


NE 
th 
recapitulace the intereſting Subjects of them here; they might afford Subject for a Volume they 
are not now ſo material, ſince the Object ſought in Confidence is obtained, His Majeſty has been 
6th. My going to Sir John Lindſay at his Houſe in Bentinck- ſtreet, at the Time he was getting his 
Secret Commiſſion, and my recommending to him then, and there after by a Letter, in a Warm 
Manner, to ſupport the Nabob; my urging him to wait on the Duke of Grafton, to get à more enlarged 
Commiſſion. Sir John Lindſay's Anſwer to me upon this Occaſion was much in the Stile of a 
Gentleman and Miniſter; he ſaid, “ He would diſintereſtedly ſupport the Nabob actorting to his © 
** Powers from his Maſter; that his Commiſſion came immediately through Lord Weymouth the 
Secretary of State, and that he would wait on the Duke of Grafton out of Compliment due to the 
This might be one Cauſe why the Duke ſaid only to him, when he did wait, © Take Care the Ser. 
vants of the Company do not make War to the Prejudice of the State and its Allies; for their own 
Emolument.”—Sir John will, I hope, atteſt for me here, how I wanted him to be preſent at the Ac: 
count I gave the Nabob of the Diſcharge of my Commiſſion z his Reaſons were minifterial for nat 
being pre... nnr Doren LAEOIrE * 
To this I will add the Steps I took in London to procure the Nabob a Security againſt the Super- 
viſors, by endeavouring to find out Mr. Vanſittart's Intention under his own Hand; this 1 did 8 
Manner I cannot publicly explain; Mr. Vanſittart's Letter will ſhew this, and the Uſe to which 1 
turned it for the Nabob. ; * 7 ey FFV 


. * « 1 . 
ny” * 
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7th. The Friends I intereſted in the Nabob's Proſperityy{beſides thoſe of the Miniſtry 1 addreffed) 
and that without diſcovering to them my Commiſſion.— Thoſe Friends 1 intereſted for the Nabob, 
for fear of a Change in Adminiſtration; the Chief of them is the Earl of Shelbürne, WORT foune 
very inquiſitive in his Converſation about the Affairs of the Carnatic, as may appear, by a Letter 
with which I was honoured by his Lordſhip; I wrote his Lordſhip over Land fromthe Malabar 
Coaſt, after Receipts of my Charge from the Nabob ; but he was out of Miniſtry upon my Arrival 
in England, and violently in Oppoſition. I never aſked whether he received my Letter, though I 


* believe 


» 


4 


_. 


E n N U 1% W. . 


believe he did, for he judged me to be in the Nabob's Intereſt, I could not erplads any Thisg to his 
Lordſhip, but at his Requeſt ſent him the Pamphlets about the Nabob's Affairs, eſpecially that 
where it was propoſed to raiſe the Nabob to the Muſnud of the Decan: © You ſee, (laid his Lordihip,) 
how attentive I am to theſe Subjects.“ I requeſt your Lordſhip to continue ſo,” was my Aube 
This paſſed when I took Leave. He ſpoke well of the Nabob, and told me he had preſented the 
fine Diamond Ring by Mr. Palk to His Majeſty. 

The Earl of Warwick, Lord Grenville, &c. the Friendſhip of the Earl of Warwick i is ſo diſin- 


tereſted, that he forbids any Return of Preſents to them: I might add many other ee Names, 
but Circumſtances forbid. | 


8th. My Publications for a Year and a Half in Fan of the Nabob. The Aim of theſe Publi- 
cations was to intereſt not Miniſters and Directors alone in his Favour, but the whole Britiſh Na. 
tion. See the Letters in the Public Advertiſer, ſigned , _. and the Lene dated from 
Arlington Street, where the Miniſter lived. 

In theſe Publications I. proclaimed the Royal and Miniſterial Deveritlnation we rend the 

Nabob; 3 againſt any unjuſt Debts that might be brought againſt him for the Expences 
of the laſt War. Let thoſe Eſſays ſpeak for themſelves ; but I will venture to aſſert, that relative 
to the Expence of the War, I have rendered a ſignal Service to the Nabobz. 

But from all my Publications in Favour of the Nabob, I muſt diſtinguiſh the Character and 
Print of him, which I publiſhed in Major Dowe's Hiſtory, Second Edition z and the Article I got 
inſerted in the ſame Hiſtory, vindicating the Nabob's Father, Anveruldeen Cawn, from a Charge the 
Hiſtorian had fixed upon him, that of murdering his Predeceſſor Abdalla. 

Copies of his Hiſtory ſo printed at a great Expence, were put. in the Hands of the Miniſtry, 
with what related to the Nabob in red Characters. 

The Caule of this Publication in Support of the Nabob's Iod was a Suſpicion that his 
Enemies were whiſpering againſt his Fidelity to the Engliſh, upon the Arrival of the Dutton (1969) 
Indiaman, from India in December; which Event detained me Half a Year longer at the Court 
of London: It was upon this Occaſion I addreſſed the authoritative Letter in . 09s of _ 
Nabob to the Superviſors in the Public Advertiſer. 

A very effectual, though more general Service, that thoſe Publications ates, was, firſt to «ht 

Nabob - The Reſtraint they occaſioned at the India Houſe, and the Lights Oy gave, the able, at- 
tentive Secretary, Mr. Wood, a Perſon of his Honour, will admit. Fees 


gth. That I returned to India, endured a moſt perilous Voyage, to modes my Negociation 
effectual to the Nabob's Intereſt, not to ſolicit Rewards and Expences, which I might have had 
better perhaps remitted to me in England. 
But above all, that I have ſpent the greater Part of my Fortune, and Four Years of the moſt 
intereſting Period of my Life, in rendering theſe Services, and ocher, which I can only oy. com in 
Converſations to the Nabob. 


In Anſwer to this Memorial, thoſe who attend | folely to the Nabob's immediate Convenience, will 
aſk, what Proofs have you brought of thoſe Services ? | 

This is a Queſtion which the Nabob himſelf will be cautious of putting 3 but the Anſwer would 
cauſe no Embarraſſment. 

The Event of the Negociation, my Honour 1 4 and in which the Truſt and Confidence 
were put, in the Time of the Nabob's Diſtreſs ; the Letters under the Hands and Seals of the Duke 
of Grafton and the Secretary of the Treaſury, atteſting to that Honour ; other Letters from the 
Nabob's Friends ; my Publications ; the Particulars of this Memorial; my Requeſt at my Arrival 
here, that His Majeſty's Miniſter ſhould be preſent at the Account I gave of my Negociation ; my 

ready and earneſt Deſire to give the Nabob, under my Hand and Seal, this Memorial of a ſecret Nego- 
ciation, without receiving the Expences 1 incurred, =o the Rewards promiſed for elfecking the Bu- 
ſineſs I undertook. | 

What other Proofs are wanted ? If hon are any more wanted, they mult be obraifſed by Command 

of His Majeſty to His Miniſtry : The Negociation becomes then a Public one. I have in that 

Event the Happineſs to feel that J have done my Duty as a Man of Honour and F delity to the Truſt 
repoſed in me by the Nabob, as a faithful Subject to His Majeſty.” 
The only Bonds I had for the Expences that I was to incur, and my propoſed Services, were the 
Honour and Gratitude of the Nabob, which will never be forfeited to his moſt faithful — 
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At the Deſire of the Preſident, Mr. Macpherſon is then called before the Board ; and upon being 
aſked, Whether or not he is the Author of it? the ſame being firſt read to him, he replies, That it is 
66 impoſſible for him to give a preciſe Anſwer to that Queſtion, the Paper being neither wrote in 
his Hand, nor figned by him; nor dogg.the Preſident inform him that he has received it from any 


« Authority it is a Paper of conſidera Length, and refers to Tranſactions previous to his being 
& in the Company's Service.” El 2 | eee 


| Mr. Macpherſon is then 3 to withdraw. . 
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10 l 9 al C 'T Gy Kok 1 honourable Lord Pigot, Gord Weta e ms 
e George Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
George Dawſon, Henry Brooke, | - 
25M AM ot: i bit 01 Claud Raoſſell, 3! „ Alex“ Hale mple, 1d 1% gaiwellet od T 
John Max" SR, Archd“ Palmer,” AT 
Francis Jourdan, Seceorge Mackay. . | : 
IONS GIRIE ng. e 06 | 
The Minutes of Jaft Confultation I 1 NE | 
The Right dernen the Preſident, having age, Time do conſi Ker m wh ple ed in 
Yeſterday's Conſulration, at which, Mr; Macpherſon, when, Fox fr bet : ard, le 4h Al is "age | 
e was the Author 'of the Memorial then — to him,“ in an Drs tc th 
« could not giye a preciſe Anſwer tk written in | bis Hand, nor fien 1 Bi and 


; was 
| & that it referred to Tranſactions before «| 5 in 12 ompany ; Service,” the: Preſident OE 

to the Board, that a ae, Lela ſuch Princip es, og bei 1 in fſuch Tranſactions, 
who at the ſame Time ſhould apply to be ap! inted into the Service of that Community whom 
he was endeavouring to deſtroy, was, inſtead of an Extenuation, the higheſt Aggravation; and tha 
Mr. Macpherſon's Reply is a clear Proof, not only that he is the Author, But he (till holds the 
ſame Principles, unfaithful to the Company, and ruinous to their Intereſt; and is therefore a very 
improper Perſon to remain in their Service: On which Account he ſtrongly recommends to the 
Board, ** that John Macpherſ6n be diſmiſſed from the C whieh Inſtanee of con- 
dign Puniſhment, he has great Reaſon to think, will tend very much to Ay the Affairs of the 
Company to Order. 


Carried in the Affirmative by a | Majority of the Board, Nine to' Two. 


Meſſrs. Stratton, Brocke, J dan, Abd Midkay, Kliver jälthe following Mines. 


We aſſent to the Motion of the Right honourable Preſident. We own we ate fatisfied that 
Mr. Macpherſon is the Author of the Paper which was delivered at the Board by the Preſident, and 


read to Mr. Macpherſon. .; Becauſe we think a Man e intriguing Diſpoſition 2 5 that Paper 
ſhews Mr. Macpherſon "ts be, is very unfit to de e bc Ge £7 an of of the Company ; but 


more dec becauſe we believe Mr. Macp herſon 3 n, concerned in the Incrigues, which the 


greater Part of the Board muſt be Tenfible have: late carried on at the Nabob's Durbar, to 
the ZI of the 1 3 e and whe , may | have e che FM of Pa 
late Or ers. oy e 063 SELB. 0 


wo e pe 15 
Beg, eg Date .ough h to Fo nl 0 adhe to; nor ever Te 
h from, but when. ſome particular Emergency may require an je nmediate Example. 5 
| PO gy Seo. Stratton, 2 


ili, 2 
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Mr. Stratton ſubſcribes | to every „ Part the . Ee Likud, ES CERES to the 26d 

Paragraph of the printed Inſtructions; for he does not lool on them as any ways Ong in us; 2 | 
withſtanding which, he is of Opinion that, in Caſes where à Charge a wa roy 

ſufficient (Tame ſhould-be given do the Party to make his fence—lo, th | F. M phe don 


ale of 
this does not appear to Mr. Stratton any ways neceſſary 3 for had Rot "Me, " Mach herfon rang the 
Author of the Paper, he was at full Liberty to ſay ſo when called vpon; but as br Anſwer i plies 
that he was the Author, Mr. Swe! therefore gave. biy . 10 * e taken bY: Us Ma. 

mes of the dae . 8 „ 
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| General Sir AS a. Flcicher defires that. his Opinion may be ended as follonech . 


Sir Robert Fletcher cannot conſent to the Diſmiſſion of NI. Macpherſon ; dere 56 a 


the Caſe of Mr. Macpherſon comes within the 2oth-Articls _ the A InſtruEtions ; ;'@ 1 
of — which ehe Bogrd has not obſerved, ATT) bag Nn 


nav | Rob! Fletcher: 
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bs Fog diſſents from the Reſolution of the Majority. q , c 
Although Mr. Palmer thinks Mr. Macpherſon's. Conds eſerving et he can 
but dien from the Glass of the Board in diſm FA ea. hg ,of Geo 52 a Space of | 
Time has elapſed ſince the Time of the FranſaQtions Sf Complaint againſt him; and that at the 
Time the Circumſtance did Wppeth Mr. MY was not a Seryant of the Company, 
EDT? COND g Archdale Palmer. 
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To Mr. John Macpherſon 
+8 een by the Right Hohburable the Prefidbby: and 
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J Lard, and Gentlemen, 1 Cgsoftey Plaib;/ Ick Febru 45 
ph 41 received A 1 85 25 TY 1 1007 Sinti NN; the 234 67 is 60 ty 2244 he itil 
1 me that you have | been PE d to | diſtipils me from the 1Setvice 6 f tt , Hotiourable | 
ompany, . Z 0 da 10 

b Poniſheieny, ihe ſevereſt | you Geld inflict, and ſo deep njurious to my Honour and 
Intereſt, ſnould prece 2 any. A Adveftitentent given me of a Hehl dae, -camiby wut affect me 
with Aſtoniſhment and C oncern. | 

From the Co . peement of my Service to the Com oy, this Government has, till now, diſtin- 
guiſhed me with . Favour, and was often pleaſed to honour me with Marks of the greateſt Con- 
fidence. I had every Reaſon on to expect a Continuance of the ſame Favour under the Adminiſtration 
of the ole To Perſon n now at the Head of the een, whoſe Character I had long D ans 
admire . . 

Confideratibtis 6 Ghitibtide _ Obedießet, founded upon theſe Circpthfiances; have induced nit 
for ſome Days to ſubifit Wb de to my Dffeineh. I thoughr'the' Board, if even diſtegardful of my | 
Situation, would, in ＋ ſtice to l their Süperiors, have ordered me a Copy of their Pro- 
ceedings apa $4 tilt Jo find Fz ger Silejice may de prejudieial to me. 1'confider that 
my Defence, ich: 18 ſtiee und open 4 . Water to actoimpany the Account of my Diſmiſſion, 

may de frustrated for t Prekent, by the kay Departure of the” Ship now under Diſpurah for | 
Euro 0 
kt — ſurely Be aa” to the Honourable Board that I ſhould claim the Privitepe of a De- 

fence, though in that Defence Duft be involved a Complaint of my having been 1 without 2 
Hearing. : 

Every En limchan, I hope, belle es that a Liberty of Defence and funiheaticn i Shes Accuſedi-is an 
eſtabliſhed Right under every regular Government, and entirely cenſonant to the Principles of na- 
tural Juſtice and the common Law of Veit The Company, far from precluding their Servants 
from this Right, have lately and expreſsl abliſhed it to them upon e frmeſt Baſis, in qheit 


printed Inſtruftioris. faunded upon an Aﬀof Parliament. 
Though you have thought proper to cut me off from every Privilege belonging to a Company's 
8 by the Act which you have been 1 to enforce againſt me, 1 have ſul hs N 


« 3 


AFT N Din MW a; $: 
to believe, chat you have no linen, to deprive we of forure . e of integrity  f6d 
Fidelity in all m $; 1 ini the Company, I, place 
your EY arionſ Dffoition Spade egtt 1 A unt Mike ir + 14. 


Miſuterſtanding. It 


is therefore my molt ardent Wiſh to 1 a Lins; of Vindication worthy of the Character | profeſs ; 
open, candid, and liberal. I am not deſtitute of Perſonal Friends in England: 1 might even claim 
the Honour of ranking among them Names of Weight in the Company and Luſtre in the State: 
It is, at the ſame Time, my Intention not to drop in private Repreſentation a ſingle Spggefyiop 
which I would not. cifticetecprde8) S your Contuleations..” dete one potbing to Favour, 
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on to ſtand acquitted or condemned upon the Grounds of the Proceedings againſt me. 

In ordeOtheaefore:3batll nayiopenly-AAil: my (elf of. the Courſe of Juſtite) te the Tribunal oft 
ſaithe Coutt of Directors, L take the Liberty to ar eg pe cer "oe bebe inſb 
mei hb ter l ubether at) Accoſerion; has hach preferred. ageinſi a 


ok chatphcchſstinn i is and WhO i Accaler 2-H .ifformed' in he got 
TS doing, faraihed, with Cupy of rg mera A pft e do, g 
the; Nene of Nunbnitting, through the ch n Vindication, an d Haßense, for en e e 
forithe dee Bonar bene, 11 chin 11991 1 17 7 Side! 1. 1c : 010 115 © # » bf 29178 

101 Liov 200 „ denimmod Difgigl. 1 dard die Honor en bes. Of Foil Ul dame e P81 0 3 
a = Tf ron 107 2! oh N Lotd; and Gentlemen. n 5 V. 10131244 to 2ng3w 
e offs 19 eee _—_ wo not AAIgIG UNER; aro Reſvds. dif „ DOG bott 
to Art UO ods mint 03 9% note nel bat 48 00 4 
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deb *bangie) ohn Macp erſon. 
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- Ordered, That Mr. Macpherſo be furniſtied with 4 Gapy.of the Frocerdings, againſt bim. 
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A Þ p E N P I i 7 N 
4 fon warf Mr. - Sar Opigpn h | 


L E ASE to ſee the Papet herewith, intituled; « Extracts of Minutes of Coat, relative | 
c to the Diſmiſſion of Mr. John Macpherſon,” | 
his 1 to oe oy of Directors. 


| atliament of re 64; bes dis e ef Ueber 
e e Horn bnd for Milbenavi dur. wg! nr 90M of Nur 
It — that Mr. Macpherſon was not eaken linto the Contpit's Sibrite" A H Ober x AY 


when he 


nants with the 0 for Five Yeats Attival t 
F ns 9 NY a e x; * 991 10} rg dont bas D * . 
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_ - *Ybb+ Opinion is defire: | Whither, che Company talk feetit; t6/reſtore-Mer. Macpherſon 
. 2 <1O> n + Service, it jy "be "done by the Miajetty o te Gear of Directors or 
51 e t the Mod Mode preferibe d b 155 te 297 of e r Elie e ode] bist oct 


require a Vore'of Three- Tipo pe of the” Directors and Three-fourdtis-6f the 
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I think Me. ag fon Vas informally ities the Complny's Service, and Ide Bb il ke 
can be reſtired withont the Votes of Tbret-ufcbe '6f rhe Difectors and Three fourthe of tlie Pro- 
rietors, under the AR of the 13th of George the Third: Rund it is with wle conſidering, if Mr: 
acpherſon” hould be ports Whether he is a proper Perſon 20 be continded iti che. 
Service. He has 8 8 = n, tgo 15 Connection kl the Nabob'of Atvot- "ard when the 
bs 9 | * | 


Wa . y*s Intereft ſite BY, r will "ofteh happen, chey wilt Sas 
rand Tek Ic 1 ppb rt "oi 11009 a! 188 21552 no odw ; 251081 J 10 4 
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MN debherfon is) ill in the Compamys Service: The Act oftabe Governos andiCouncil, on 


the 230 of anuary 1776, ought to de of nb Effect, for they-have exceeded theip\Autori 
in proceedin < 250 55 = Macpherſon wichout a! Charge in Writing" delivered to him}? Tm 

given to mae his Defence to it. The 19 Atuctiom of the Compamy in this Reſpect, require no 
— than Reaſon and Juſtice demand iii all Caſes f Cenſure z/iti-is hgular, and but fon Fl In. 
ſtance, one ſhobld have ehought it unneceſſary to eſtabliſn ſo Gio a Pricciple; um Matter of 
poſitive Regulation; but fortunately the Regulation exiſts in this Oaſe, and it renders the Act of 
the Governor and Council not only reverſible, becauſe" of the Injuſtice committed, but void for 
want of Authority. The Power to diſmiſs, in the Manner they hive done, is not committed to 
them; and Mr. Macpherſon's Caſe requires only a r of the Diſpleaſure of the Directors 

at ſo plain a Breach of the Copa Orders, and Direction to reſtore to him the Emoluments of 
his Statiori, of which he IT been deprived by the irregular Attempt to diſmiſs him, 
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let AM0i121hutao) 10 2⁰n⁰⁰jỹ „ AHT „ in dime: 511 25050 SiS 01 AE AAA 
| 6 616 14 27 114 2 affine a 07 42 
Extract of n Treat of perpetual Friendſhip and Alljan * [at Fort. ihe 23d Day of 
3 in a Year 1768, beengte 1 hand. Hh e — wad 
one r ey e ae rere of Us Decan, of the other, Fart, „ % 280 + og it 
92 lulu ai bins: 1102 wt no Pi 7301 6 fe 9195 2 8 fu. 
Anicle IAE t and uſtrious ror Shaw TRE 
5 * Nen — ad Walton Kope for the we hay Wallau Jau, 8 bp, fs Hr | 
his eldeſt Son Meyen Ul Mulck Omdetul Omrah, and their. Heirs for 1 the e 00 of the 
Carnatie Payen Gau snd the Countries dependent cheneon, on, hy his 2 irmaund, be _ 
26th of Auguſt, 1566 bor. Hegi of che Moon Zuphur, in he 6ch e 
and the Nabob Aufuph gau Waun ul NMulck, &c. hating alt, 9, out f hi 5 fecion and Regard f 
the ſaid Nabob Wallau Jau, releaſed him, his Son Meyen U + IRE. an J. their 9 n Suc. 
ceſſion for ever, from all Dependence on the Decan, and WY 15 a full Diſcharge of all Demands. 


paſt, preſent, and to come, in the ſaid Carnatic Payen Gaut, by a Sunnud under hs Hand and — 8 
dated the 14th of /Novenaber11766;:in Conſideration: of the ſaid Nahob Wallau Jau havi 
Soubah Five Lacks of Rupees, it is now agreed and ackgowledged'b by. che; Gd, A 1 5 oo} — 

Ul Mulck, that the fad. Nabab Wallau Ju, and fter hm. his: 89.0 en Ill Molek aud their 

Heirs in Succefſios; ſhall enjoy for ever; as an Ultomgau or Free Gift, the or nment f .che Cars 
natic Payen Gaut in the fulleſt; and ampleſt Mapner; the faid Nabob, | au promiſing and 
engaging pot 40 holt: or kee up any Kind of Correſpondence with 12 5 ſon or Perſons, in the fad 

Carnatio,Payen Gent, Of jncthe: Circers before. and n. S . N deen 2 the 

 faid Naboꝶ : Wellall ] au, or the aid Engliſh: Company, by . 75 their, Prefidensand, Coun: 
of Madras; who on their Part, in Conjunction with the 130 Naval allag Jau, 8 kewile gt 

hold or maintain any Correſpondence with any Perſon or Perſons in the Decan, except the 1147 

Auſuph Jau, his Dewan, apd the Securities whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed. ; 
Article 8. The N abob Auſuph Jau, out of his great Regard and Affection, and from other Con- 


ſiderations, having been placed to grant and confer on the Nabob Wallau Jau, and ** eldeſt Son, 
Meyen Ul Mulck Omdetul Omrab, vey DR viz. 
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. pr E * 5 . „„ 
Saned⸗ for the Whole of the Carpatic:,! 5 a WES CEOs 

as Upg Saned, Far the Whole of the — of — with the Gudda of - 0 

Phe Vina Sanks; for the Whole of the Villag es of Catkaſera, Nc. | N 5 | 1 

An Ultumgau Saned, for the Killedary of the Fee of Colaur. 0 

An Ultumgau Saned for the Whole of the Diſtrict of Sonedaupe z and à full and ample | 
Saned; COR a Red or all N So F and ae on account of the 
Carnatic, &c: 


* 


h ed, That all 41 every one of theſe Sands ſhall be re TY W bind- 
2 18 85 Article of the T reaty, and be as 92 0 obſerved 21 the "Nabob Auſu On J * 
ai entered here at full 1 8 | 


h 4 % 
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Extracts of the Minutes of the. Coutt of Directors, Os Mr. Maepheron 8 Appoinement to 
. Supreme Council. 


F riday the 24th November i780: 
TT being moved, 1 
1 That chis Court 0 enquite into the conduct of the Company! £ Sprvants. in RY 


revious to the 14th of December next, the Day fixed for the Appointment of a Mem- 
r of the Supreme Countil at that Preſidency ; © 


Reſolved, T hat the Conſideration of 8 8 . be pollpoded ak u aa next the 28th 
Inſtant, 85 : . | „ : 


Toeſda the 48ib November 17 9e. 1 


The 93 aecordiiig ts their Order of, the. 24th loſtagt, raking int Canferaton the — , "IE 4 
Motion then made; „3 | . | 


That this Cort do enquire into the : Col I6& of the Company b Servants in Ben gal, 


« previous to the 14th December next, the Day fixed for the Appointment of 4 Member 
« of the Supreme Council at that Preſidency z" = 


It was moved, and on the Queſtion 


Reſolved, That the further Conſideration of the ſaid Morion eee until the Appointment 
of a Governor of Magras 1 is made * 52 Cburt. 6 


7 


e 15th. Berabef 1 ft x _ F 


The Order of Court of the 28th ultimo, for the Coutt's proceeding ; 0 Al up the Vacany int | 3 | 
Supreme Council in Bengal, was read :, Alſo, | 
The following Motion, made the 24th; and deferted til the 28th alice 4 viz, 


« That this Court do enquire into the Conduct of the Company's Setvants in Ben- 
2 ptevious to the 14th December next, the Day fixed for the Appiintmenr of a Metn- 

r of the Supreme Council at that Preſidency,” | 5 e 
And he Refolution for Nieferting the Conſideration of the ſaid Motion until che Appointment of . 


à Governor of Madras is made by this Court, being likewiſe read, 
The following Motion was made; 


% Mhe Appointment of a Goperbot of Madras having paſſed the cart ; Reſolved, That 
66 + this Court do proceed to ati Enquiry -itto the Conduct of the Company* 5 Setvants in 


| "ou al, previous to the Appoiatment of a Member of the e N —_ 
+”. And the ion on the ſaid Motion e put 15 Jar 


Ir paſſed in in the Affirmative, 


* 


4 t Cont. Rer. II. 
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LF ENDL Ws 


It was moved, and 


Reſolved, That this Court do proceed t to appoint a Member of the C ouncil General in \ Bengal on 
TIE the zd January next. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 3d January 17. | 


The Courr, according to their Order of the 15th ultimo, proceeding to appoint a Member of the 
Council General i in Bengal ; 


And the ſeveral Requeſts of 
| George Vanſittart, Eſquire, ad © 
John Macpherſon, Eſquire, 
to be appointed a Member of the ſaid Council, being read: 
It was moved, 
"=." "TUO poſtpone the Conſideration of the Appointment of a Member of the Council General 
in Bengal, until the Conduct of the Servants in that Preſidency has been fully inveſtigated. 
And the Queſtion on the ſaid Motion being Þut * the Ballot; 
It paſſed in the Negative. 
The following Papers were then read : 


Fort Saint George Conſultations, 22d January 1776. 

September Letter from D?, — 14th February 1776, Pa. 22, 245 

Letter to D' — — 4th July 1777, Pa. 56. 

A Paper, purporting to be Copy of the Opinion of the Solicitor General, and the CR" „ 
Mr. Sayer reſpecting Mr. Macpherſon. 

The 11th Article of Inſtructions to the Commiſſioners, dated the ioth September 1769. 


It was then moved, That George Vanſittart, Eſquire, be nominated and appointed a Member of 
the Council General in Bengal. 

And the Queſtion on the ſame . put by the Ballot; 

It paſſed in the Negative. | 

A Motion was then made, That Philip Milner Dacres, Eſquire, be nominated VE appointed 5 
a Member of the Council General in Bengal. | 

And the Queſtion on the ſame being put by the Ballot; 

It alſo paſſed in the Negative. 

It was then, on a Motion, 

Reſolved, by the Ballot, That this Court do nominate and appoint John Macpherſon, Eſquire, to 
ſucceed to the Office in the Council of Fort William, in Bengal, eſtabliſhed by the Act of the 
13th Year of His preſent Majeſty, and continued by the Two Acts of Parliament of the 19th and 
20th Years of His ſaid Majeſty, vacant by the * of Richard Barwell, Eſquire, if ſuch 
Nomination ſhall be approved by His Majeſty. _ 

Reſolved, That a Memorial and Petition be preſented to His Majeſty, praying, That His Ma- 
jeſty will be pleaſed to ſignify His Conſenr, under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, as is by the ſaid 
Act required, that John Macpherſon, Eſquire, may be appointed to ſucceed to the Office vacant 

in the ſaid Council by the Relignation « of Richard Barwell, Eſquire. 


Thurſday the 4th January 1781. : 
An Inſtrument nominating and appointing John Macpherſon, Eſquire, to be one gy the Council 
General at Fort William, in the Vacancy occaſioned by the Reſignation of Richard Barwell, Eſquire, 
was read, and approved. | 


Friday 5th Janvary 1787. 


Petition to His Majeſty, praying his Royal Approbation of the Nomination and Appointmen of 
John Macpherlon, Eſquire, to be one of. the Council General in Bengal, and 
ih T7 he Inſtrument, nominating and appointing Mr. Macpherſon to the {aid Council, were : ligned. 


Wedneſday 10th January 178 1. 


His Majeſty's Approbation of the Court's Nomination and Appointment of John Macpherſon, 
Eſquire, to be one of the Council in Bengal in the room of Richard Barwell, Eſquie, was laid before 
the Court. | 

John * Eſquire, now delivered in the following Diſſent VIZ, | 


| 2 | « To 


te 
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cc. 
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cc 
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« To the Honourable Co 2 ä 
Court of Directors of the U ; 1 
| e . nited Eaſt India Co 
| | KL, A : mpany, 


« Gentlemen, 
« Whenever I have th | v y 
e Misfortune to differ with an Reſolutions of this C 
5 is Court, I find myſelf 
3 I 


very ſenſibly mortified; but th 4 
Occaſion, to leave u Ry 1 Duty I owe my Conſtituent ; 
defire Permiſſion to ae ae my Reaſons for ſuch BN me, upon every import 

That which reſpects Mr. M wy Proteſt againſt the Two Appoi f Opinion; I therefore ow 

races COURT ras ephemera Ole fs Cern ar Bro Inſtant 
s HECAUIC there are many G vt | | | * | e ouncil at Bengal . _ 
ment, and in my O me entlemen of etal fort 1 $6 10s gal, now 

: my Opinion perior Rank in th. . 

ene for this Reaſon E meritorious, e Wang upon that Eftabliſh- 
* : : 8 8 „ had 1 fully ge £51 ic all che Beats 1 5 had the 

5 | | ated. Conduct, now und 
February 1777, he 3s inion of Charles Sayer, Eſquire, | pO? ogg. 
? s not , Eſquire, our! | 2 
cannot be appointed erg oY to ſay, that in the Predic worthy Counſel, taken the 11th 
prietors, under the Act of the ok Os of the Directors 5 Gentleman "eee 18 

| eorge the Third. e ſame Number of the l 

cc | cc . . 7 „„ the Pro. 
5 1 Square, bs 1 remain, with much Deference and Eſt 7 | 

nuary 1781,” * Your very obedient humble ai f TP 

2 humble Servant, 
. John Manſhip.“ 
— P. 
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